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 5 

OBESSU, the Organising Bureau of European School Student Unions is an European wide platform 6 

gathering together 27 member organisations from all over Europe. 7 

Discussion on digital education is a popular topic among different institutions, decision makers and 8 

stakeholders both at the European and national level. OBESSU welcomes this discussion and wishes for 9 

space for school student opinions in the dialogue. 10 

Why is ICT education important for school students? 11 

In the recent history society has included more technology in almost every aspect of our lives. In the 12 

world today, digital skills are required in everyday life and in most jobs. Understanding how technology 13 

works and how it can be effectively used have risen to be crucial aspects all students should learn. 14 

Therefore it is important to bring these skills to the classrooms and schools through digital education.  15 

How should digital education be brought to schools? 16 

The basics of the usage of computers and other technological equipment should be learned at a young 17 

age. It is important that all students have the same necessary basic digital skills at the start of their 18 

schooling. These skills include searching and assessing information online, usage of basic computer 19 

tools and being critically aware of the dangers and limitations of technology.  20 

These basic skills should be developed in each subject as technology would be brought to every 21 

classroom. All information is nowadays available online and thus the knowledge gained at schools 22 

should shift from memorising towards knowing how to access this information and how to assess it 23 

properly and eventually how it can be used. Critical thinking is a core learning point that can be 24 

developed through inclusion of technology in classrooms. Critical thinking addressing exercises can be 25 

taken into account in all subjects. 26 

A core part of bringing digital tools and methods to schools is that teachers are trained efficiently to 27 

use and teach the usage of digital tools and methods. Funds in such teacher training should be 28 

allocated to ensure best possible outcomes. Teachers should be trained in both usage of digital tools 29 

and methods as a part of methodology as well as assisting students in acquiring digital skills and 30 

learning about digitalization. 31 



 

 

The classrooms should include technological equipment such as smartboards, tablets, computers and 32 

projectors to increase the usage of digital tools and methods. Students should have the opportunity to 33 

bring in and use their own personal equipment in class. The school should use these equipment as a 34 

part of everyday learning as in the world of today, this equipment will follow the students everywhere. It 35 

is important that these equipment are varied and kept independent from influences of the supplier of the 36 

ICT technology.   37 

Technology brings advantages in terms of online learning opportunities. Schools should use online 38 

learning platforms as a part of the studies, encouraging home learning. Distant learning can also be 39 

introduced as students can access classrooms in other educational institutions through online lessons 40 

and other online material. This can ensure equal and new opportunities in terms of letting the students 41 

choose their points of interest despite the school in question might not offer that as an option. 42 

In the world of tomorrow, digital skills will benefit young people more than ever certainly because of 43 

their increasing importance in our society and labour markets. However, the digitalization of education 44 

should always be based on learners’ needs and never be determined by labour markets. Digital tools and 45 

methods in education should help school students in acquiring skills for life, applicable in labour 46 

markets but also beyond. There is a tendency of policy makers to shape the usage of digital tools and 47 

methods in education according to business requests. We strongly believe that digital tools and 48 

methods in education should have the diversification of learning methods and the empowerment of 49 

school students as its dominant purpose.  50 

Ensuring equal opportunities for all 51 

It is important that the economic situation of a student does not hinder the opportunities of the usage of 52 

digital tools and methods. This means support to students with lower economic backgrounds should be 53 

given by the national governments in order to allow them to purchase the necessary equipment. This 54 

support can be also given through the school, where the school supplies devices that can be loaned out. 55 

This is something very important to keep in mind, as hidden costs are high for many school students as 56 

they already are. 57 

Therefore OBESSU demands: 58 

- Digital teaching methods to provide an interactive learning environment  59 

- The use of digital tools and methods in all subjects if it has an added value and caters 60 

individual learners’ needs  61 

- Sufficient teacher training for modern technology 62 

- Usage of online platforms for studying and learning 63 

- Modern equipment in all classrooms 64 



 

 

- Provision of devices to all students in need  65 


