URGENT RESOLUTION ON MEXICAN SITUATION
Adopted at the Extraordinary General Assembly 2014

On September 26th a group of students from Escuela Normal Rural de Ayatzinapa, Mexico travelled to
the nearby town of Iguala to protest against the education reforms proposed in their country. They
demanded a quality education and access to their student rights. Whilst the students were
demonstrating in the streets, the wife of the Mayor of the city, Mrs Abarca, was holding a speech in a
place nearby the demonstration, and Mr Abarca, angered by previous demonstration, ordered the police
to disrupt the demonstration.
What happened next was a joint attack by the police and an organised crime group called ‘Guerreros
Unidos’; the demonstration was dispersed. During the attack six students were killed, twenty-five were
injured and forty-three abducted.
After that the Mexican population launched a series of mobilisations that pushed the public and
national government to take action. In the meantime twenty-two police, seventeen members of the
Guerreros Unidos gang and Mr Abarca and his wife have been arrested. The latest news we have on this
situation is that the forty-three students are presumed killed and incinerated. This is only one of many
episodes where active citizenship in Mexico has been punished with violence and abduction. This
particular event is unanimously considered as one of the “most terrible happenings in recent times”,
quoting the Mexican Representation at the UN. Investigations are still ongoing and what happened
needs to be condemned. On the 20th November all over the world more than a hundred actions took
place to show solidarity and support to the Mexican people in their fight for transparency and respect of
human rights.
Considering the importance the Organising Bureau of European School Students Unions (OBESSU) gives
to education and to the respect of human rights and human dignity, the school student unions of
Europe gathered together in Bratislava for the Council of Members and Extraordinary General Assembly
of OBESSU wish to show their full solidarity and support to the students, teachers and citizens of Mexico
in their struggle for active citizenship and human rights. We wish to assert once again that education is
a public good and human right and that freedom of expression and assembly are unalienable student
and human rights which must be respected. We stay by the side of the families of the forty-three
students, who are much more than just a number; they are and should be a source of inspiration and
courage for students all over the world.
As such, we wish to list the names of the forty-three desaparecidos and of the six killed students
because we wish they are never forgotten in the struggle of students for freedom and fundamental
rights.
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