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Education is in crisis, budgets for schools and student unions are being slashed, youth 8 
unemployment has soared, social tension is dividing young people. Europe stands at a 9 
crossroads and the choices of people and policy makers today will shape the lives of citizens 10 
tomorrow. The economic crisis has brought the continent to a critical juncture where the future 11 
of the European project is in danger and a whole generation of young people hang in the 12 
balance. We cannot afford to forget a generation of young people in return for short term 13 
economic interests, we must invest in education and youth to secure a stronger economy and 14 
a better society for the future. 15 
 16 
We need to have a full and frank conversation about the effects of austerity and how to build 17 
the best future possible in these difficult times. Students must be at the forefront of this, the 18 
debate must be democratised, with students themselves having the loudest voice in their 19 
own education. 20 

The economic crisis in Europe has created an educational crisis in Europe, not just in the 21 
countries hardest hit by the economic downturn, but across the continent. OBESSU, as the 22 
school students of Europe, calls on everyone to take concerted action to protect and advance 23 
education. 24 

In some European countries, government austerity programmes have meant a reduction in 25 
national education budgets, in real terms. This endangers the quality of provision and stalls 26 
the improvement of the education system. The costs of education have often been passed 27 
onto students, in the shape of hidden costs and fees. This has created greater inequality 28 
between students and damaged equality of opportunity and the right to succeed of less affluent 29 
students. This reduction in accessibility has had the further effect of prompting many students 30 
to leave education and training before the conclusion of their studies, moving to the labour 31 
market, where they face not only high youth unemployment, but also precarity in their 32 
employment in terms of duration, wage and rights. The obstacles in accessing higher 33 
education have left many young people with their full educational potential unfulfilled. 34 

We, the school students of Europe, insist that education is a human right which should be 35 
accessible for all. This means there should not be any official fees for education, but also that 36 
hidden costs in education need to be abolished. 37 

The economic crisis, falling standards of living, rising unemployment and difficult political 38 
circumstances have exacerbated social divisions in Europe. The rise of far-right hate is a 39 
worrying trend that is caused by general dissatisfaction in society in times of austerity and the 40 
policies of far-right movements and parties are aimed directly at certain vulnerable groups. 41 
We are concerned about the treatment of disadvantaged social groups and call for all possible 42 
measures to be taken to ensure that the equal rights of minority groups, immigrant 43 
communities, LGBTQ+ people and other groups at risk of being excluded, are recognized in 44 
education. As the economic crisis can lead to growing gender gaps in society, it is also 45 
important to emphasise and promote gender equality in education. 46 



 

 

At a time when many national governments are advancing a programme of secondary 47 
education reform, the voice of school students needs to be heard more than ever- as part of 48 
a fair and democratic process. School student unions are the defenders of school student 49 
rights and they must be protected to ensure democracy in education. However, across Europe 50 
national school student unions are suffering, many having severe cuts to their budgets. This 51 
phenomenon is damaging student democracy, student representation, student rights and the 52 
civil and democratic participation of youth. The entire educational community must cooperate 53 
with and defend school student unions in these difficult circumstances. 54 

OBESSU is committed to developing cooperation with university students and their unions, 55 
researchers, teachers and other educational professionals, European civil society and social 56 
movements in seeking a united response from all direct stakeholders in education to this 57 
growing educational crisis in Europe today. 58 

Education is essential to promoting individual development, civil and democratic participation 59 
and social equality so cannot be reduced to mere financial considerations. We are concerned 60 
by the various forms of commodification of education currently taking place, above all: the 61 
widespread trend of comparing the educational performance of different countries through 62 
standardised tests. This leads to a one-sided education, focusing more on narrowly measured 63 
educational outcomes than the learning process itself and the individual development of 64 
learners. 65 
 66 
Education is an investment, not a cost; it is a resource to the community, to society, to the 67 
nation and to the international community and must be treated as such. Education and 68 
investment in youth is a way to overcome the crisis and has a crucial role to play in a 69 
sustainable and fair economic development. 70 

Therefore, in these times of austerity and economic crisis, we believe that national 71 

governments in Europe and the European Union must give top priority to education and never 72 

cut its budget. OBESSU Demands: 73 

 The abolishment of all fees linked to education and training; 74 
    Free access to professional health services for all European school students; 75 

 Equal rights and access to education for all, with special support for immigrant 76 
students and other disadvantaged groups; 77 

 Increased governmental funding and promotion of vocational education and 78 
training (VET); 79 

  Increased governmental funding and promoting of national school students  80 
     organisations and national youth forums to ensure the participation of young   81 
     people in society; 82 

 That students, through the organisations that represent them and through forms 83 
of direct participation and democracy, have their voice heard when talking about 84 
educational reforms. 85 
 86 

 OBESSU calls on the European Union to: 87 
 88 

 Promote a harmonization of investment in education and training amongst 89 
member states, to no less than 6% of GNP. 90 
 91 

OBESSU calls on national governments in Europe to: 92 

 Ring-fence education spending from further budget cuts and reverse any 93 
education 94 

 budget reductions already made; 95 
 Introduce a comprehensive system of student welfare. 96 



 

 

We, the school students of Europe, insist that there is political, civil and moral imperative for 97 
the citizens and governments of Europe to defend education in these times. We trust that they 98 
will join with us to defend and further educational progress, for the sake of all. 99 


