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WHAT IS OBESSU?

The Organising Bureau of European School   
Student Unions is a platform for cooperation             
between the national school student unions     
active in general secondary and secondary 
vocational education in Europe. It was founded 
in April 1975 in Dublin, Ireland, and brings together 
member and observer organisations from more 
than 20 European countries. 
All member-organisations are independent,     
national, representative and democratic school 
student organisations. OBESSU is a member 
of the European Youth Forum, an associate 
member of the European Students’ Union and a 
stakeholder formally recognized by the Council 
of Europe and the European Union.   

As OBESSU we stand together to represent the 
views of the school students in Europe towards the 
different educational institutions and platforms, to 
uphold and improve the quality and accessibility of 
education and educational democracy in 
Europe, to improve the conditions in the secondary 
schools in Europe, to promote greater solidarity, 
cooperation and understanding among the school 
students and to put an end of the discrimination 
and injustice where they exist within the educa-
tional systems in European countries. The work of 
OBESSU is based on the statutory documents, the 
work plan and the political platform. 

What are we working on?
OBESSU organises conven-
tions, seminars and confer-

ences. We produce
several publications and 

promote campaigns at 
European Level.

Areas of Work:
Equality and diversity
Access to Education

Active Citizenship
School Democracy

Development of School 
student structures

Social inclusion
Pedagogical Methods

Lifelong-learning
School Student Mobility

Global School Student 
Cooperation

School Student Rights
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OUR STRUCTURE

The main decision making bodies in OBESSU 
are the General Assembly (GA) and the Council 
of Members (COMEM). The GA elects 5 or 7 
members of the Board for a two years mandate. 
The Boards is in charge of the coordination and 
the development of the political worvk of the    
organisation. It is also the representative body of 
OBESSU towards external structures. The Board 
appoints the Secretary General and the Secretariat’s 
staff.  OBESSU also has a Monitoring Committee 
and an Advisory Committee supporting the work 
of the Board. 
Working Groups are temporarily set for certain 
areas and fields of work, as a support for the    
development of OBESSU’s political work.

OUR GOALS

As OBESSU, our objectives are:

•  To represent school students as stakeholders of 
their educational systems and in issues concerning 
their lives.

•  To provide assistance and support to the nation-
al school student unions and cooperate for the                
development of school student structures

•  To encourage and enable exchange of experience 
and best practices among national school student 
organisations

•  To promote equal access to education and strive for 
the end of all discriminations and injustices within 
educational and upbringing systems

•  To contribute to the development of democratic   
educational systems in Europe, that promote active 
citizenship in all forms

•  To promote solidarity and understanding between 
young people.

OBESSU Members and Ob-
servers are

AKS (Austria) 
ASuBiH (Bosnia Herzegov-
ina)
CANAE (Spain) 
DGS (Denmark) 
DOS (Slovenia) 
EEO (Denmark) 
EON (Norway) 
ESCU (Estonia) 
ESSA (United Kingdom) 
FSS (Finland) 
ISSU (Ireland)
LAKS (Netherlands) 
LH (Denmark) 
LMS (Lithuania) 
Makosz (Romania)
SIF (Iceland) 
SLL (Finland) 
SUS (Slovakia) 
SVEA (Sweden) 
UDS (Italy) 
UNL (France) 
UNSS (Serbia) 
USM (Macedonia) 
USO (Switzerland)
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What happened in Maastricht...
  Goes all over Europe! 

By Aleksandra Maldžiski & Rasmus Volf
OBESSU Board Members 

The European School Student Convention is 
a place where School Students from all over          
Europe gather and discuss topics of relevance to 
Education and students’ participation in Europe. 
It is a great moment for exchange of vision and 
experience between school student activists in 
the field of secondary Education. The Convention 
is a time when school student unions are working 
together to strengthen students’ representation in 
creating Educational policy in Europe and promote 
School Students’ rights. The European School 
Students Convention is the privileged frame in 
which School Students’ representatives of Europe 
work together on the development of a culture of 
participation and rights in every school. 

“The future of Education in Europe” was chosen 
as theme of the 4th European School Students 
Convention.  As OBESSU, we believe that Educa-
tion has a key role to play in the future of Europe 
and that School Students should have a say on 
how to address the challenges to come in the field. 
Therefore, the Convention had a particular focus 
on the involvement of School Students’ repre-
sentatives in the decision-making processes on 
local, national and European level.

Students from over 15 European countries 
gathered in Maastricht, the Netherlands to 
make strategic decisions of importance for   
future development of Education in Europe.

When developing the future of Europe, it is          
essential to start from the common policies on 
Education and from a comprehensive, diversified 
and intercultural flow of knowledge. The integra-
tion process on which the bases of Europe are 
put should plan a better harmonization of the 
Educational systems. School Students have 
necessarily a lead role in this process. Their dif-
ferent socio-economic and cultural backgrounds 
establish a range of experiences, which enrich 
the Educational systems in their complexity as 
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well as the personal growth of everyone. The 
European dimension in Education is nowadays 
more and more emphasized and therefore the 
necessity of having space for participation in the 
European decision–making processes is growing. 

During the Convention, students discussed topics 
such as: Vocational Education and Training (VET), 
Education for Free for All Lifelong, Drop-outs and 
Social Exclusion, Education & Training 2010 as 
well as goals to be achieved and next challenges 
in Education. All of these issues are often treated 
by experts, but OBESSU strongly believes they 
also need to be approached through the learner’s 
perspective.

In order for school Education to be an equally 
shared part of the lifelong learning process, it is 
essential to make it free. This is directly linked to 
greater access to Education which then leads to 
social inclusion and results in lowering the number 
of early school leavers. On the other hand it is often 
the case that students in vocational Education are 
excluded which is not acceptable as all students in 
secondary Education must have the same rights. 
As the Education &Training 2010 Programme is 
coming to its finalization it is now time to make 
an estimation of the achieved results and to set 
new priorities. Due to all of this, School Students’ 
representatives from Europe have set new targets 
to be achieved within the next decade by setting 
OBESSU benchmarks for 2020.   

The role of students in shaping the future of 
Education in Europe was a leitmotiv of the 
debates during the entire Convention. In this 
sense, Students in OBESSU follow their two 
mottos “We are the true experts in Education” 
and “Nothing about us without us”. Therefore, 
from the students’ perspective it is impossible 
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to imagine any kind of process related to Educa-
tion happening without the presence of students 
and their voice being heard. Most importantly 
students must be involved in all the decision-
making processes regarding their Education. 
Finally, students have to be considered equal 
to other stakeholders in Education. 
Students gathered in Maastricht were coming 
from different European regions, with big ranges 
in development of school systems and participation 
culture and variety of socio-economic and cultural 
predispositions. Nevertheless, they all had the 
same critical approach to the Educational situation in       
Europe today and the same idea on what they want 
from the Education in Europe in the future. During 
the discussion they had on these issues there 
was one point present the whole time – what 
can the students do for the future of Education?     

Every Convention is the chance for students to be 
heard and therefore it has a concrete outcome. In 
this case a conclusion on the future school system 
in Europe has been made in the form of a Resolu-
tion with the visions from the students for a better 
school system. We believe that it is essential for 
the future of Europe to get the best Education 
possible, without any restriction or discrimina-
tion, no matter the preferences or background. 
This is vital for both future students, but also the 
future of society. 
The 4th European School Students Convention 
has not only given us the possibility to give an 
answer to the question about the future Education 
in Europe, but has also given student representa-
tives with different backgrounds the possibility to 
learn from each other, to share experiences and 
to come up with new ideas. This process is vital for 
OBESSU, important for the participants, but also 
for the work that will continue in each country, a 
work aimed at securing the goals set in the Final 
Resolution of the 4th European School Student 
Convention.  
What happened in Maastricht was just the be-
ginning; it must now be spread all over Europe! 
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Final Resolution of the 4th 
European School Student Convention: 

The Future of Education in Europe

Adopted the 7th of December 2008
in Maastricht, the Netherlands

We, the representatives of the European school 
students unions, gathered in Maastricht to dis-
cuss the future of education in Europe believe 
that, when it comes to education, students are 
the experts, as they are the ones facing the chal-
lenges and issues in schools on a daily basis.   

We believe in the power of education. School 
is the cradle of society and shapes the basis 
for future generations. Schools must recognize 
and actively promote the responsibility of each 
individual and humanity as a whole to ensure a 
sustainable development and the protection of 
universal human rights.  Education is the pillar of 
every society and the cornerstone of the knowl-
edge-based society. Education is a process that 
should never stop and it should prioritize each 
human being, over economic goals.  

Education is a human right and therefore must 
be free and equally accessible to all, both when 
it comes to formal and non formal education. 
In order to ensure equal chances for everyone, 
there must not be any tuition fees. Also indirect 
and additional costs, such as books or transpor-
tation, must be covered by the government.  

We believe that education is not and never will 
be a product of the market and therefore there 
must not be any private investment in schools. 
For this reason, we believe that students are not 
competing opponents and that school should 
teach us responsibility and solidarity in order to 
become active citizens in a democratic society. 
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SOCIAL INCLUSION AND EARLY SCHOOL 
LEAVING 

We believe social exclusion is not only a problem 
of society, but is also clearly present in the day-
to-day reality of school, causing early school-
leaving and inequality amongst school students. 
The educational system has to highlight these 
problems and work proactively against them. 
Early school leaving and social exclusion are di-
rectly linked. 
School students should feel comfortable, safe 
and happy in the school environment.   Learn-
er-centred curricula and effective pedagogical 
methods as well as constant guidance services 
and professional teachers can effectively fight 
inequalities and discrimination, which are often 
the basis of early school-leaving. 

PARTICIPATION 
Civic education and school student participation 
are measures which help to prevent drop-outs 
as they raise   awareness of the importance of 
each individual in society and in the school com-
munity. School must support and encourage 
non formal peer education and provide the op-
portunity for students to take responsibility for 
their own personal development. All students 
must have the possibility to take an active part 
in the democratic life of the school, not only the 
student councils’ members. Student councils 
are one of the best ways of presenting a united 
voice of students and their existence and right to 
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participate in all decision-making processes con-
sidering students must be guaranteed by law. 
Students must be considered an equal partner 
within the school board and in all other decision-
making processes in their school. However, the 
student and youth participation must not be lim-
ited to just inside schools but there must be real 
possibilities for students to participate outside 
the school community.  

CURRICULA 
Knowledge is the key to understanding. How-
ever, on top of knowledge, “Learning-to-learn” 
must be the cornerstone of education. Critical 
thinking is essential in all learning situations and 
must be encouraged within the learning com-
munity. A subject can never stand alone and an 
interdisciplinary perspective must be encour-
aged. Curricula must be flexible, and fit students’ 
needs, interests and curiosity. Students should 
be taught not only to be critical of the economic 
and political system in their school, countries 
and their world, but also be given the skills to 
implement change. In the process of defining the 
contents of curricula, students must be consid-
ered a full partner.  

FACILITIES 
The school has to take care of all the students’ 
needs, including laboratories, workshops, sport 
facilities, ICTs, outdoor areas, different learning 
environments and student democracy facilities. 
Schools must be accessible to everyone, at all 
times, regardless of disability, social/economic 
background, culture, etc. The school has to have 
classrooms where everyone can learn the way 
they want to and doing so in a safe, healthy and 
comfortable environment. The most up-to-date 
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facilities must be made available to every stu-
dent. Moreover, the school has to be environ-
mentally friendly and be integrated into its direct 
surroundings. 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

Improving the value of VET is necessary, in order 
to secure a better image and raise its attractive-
ness. This cannot be reached with a single act, 
but has to be achieved by improving the general 
situation in Vocational Education & Training in 
the long run. VET students participation has to 
be encouraged as a means to achieving these 
improvements.  
VET students must have equal rights, possibili-
ties and responsibilities as in the general sec-
ondary education. Student councils have to be 
set up and supported in every VET school and 
will be encouraged to organize at national level. 
It is essential that students are well informed and 
advised about all their possibilities. It is also im-
portant that there is no “dead-end education”, 
which means that one should always be able to 
change and continue learning. Vocational stu-
dents have to have the same possibilities for fur-
ther education (e.g. equal access to university) as 
secondary students. VET student rights must be 
secured, when entering apprenticeship or intern-
ship, thus ensuring a high level of learning in the 
work place and that no exploitation of the stu-
dent takes place.
 
EDUCATION & TRAINING 2010 

E&T 2010 benchmarks have created imbalances 
by focusing on a few specific knowledge areas 
mainly linked to the goal of economic growth, 
instead of having a holistic approach to learning. 
The introduction to the Lisbon strategy states 
Europe must become a knowledge-based econ-
omy. We believe, as the European Commission 
acknowledged, that priority should be given to 
the creation of a knowledge-based society. To 
this aim, there must be a way for all individuals 
to acquire competences lifelong.
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SEE MY SKILLS
In the next two years LAKS will start up 25 student councils within 
primary vocational education. The student councils are part of the 
‘See My Skills’ project. With this project LAKS aims to boost and 
stimulate the participation of students within primary vocational 
education.

64% of the students within secondary education in the 
Netherlands are students from primary vocational education. 
The participation of these students - with education at 
school level- stays behind in comparison to others student 
groups within secondary education. See My Skills provides 
the students with the tools that are necessary to be active 
in student councils.

The students will be supported through a specially developed 
intensive training course. For a period of six months the 
students will be schooled by trainers and coaches. The first 8 
student councils started in March. During the summer period 
the training course will be evaluated and improved to support 
the following student councils even better.
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We demand that the evolution of the following 6 
benchmarks be monitored into of education.  
The 2010 benchmarks focus on a quantitative 
approach of topics that are easily measurable. 
We want the 6 new benchmarks to have a more 
qualitative approach to topics such as student 
welfare and global education. We are aware that 
these things can not be measured with tests. 
This makes it even more important to set Euro-
pean standards.
 
OBESSU 2020-benchmarks are: 

• All countries must ratify, implement and 
enforce the Declaration of School Student 
Rights.
• There should be no cost in connection to 
education and all individuals must have 
free access to education.
• The resources allocated to Student Wel-
fare have to be increased until such time 
as the student welfare services are free for 
all students. 
• Global education, understanding of cultur-
al differences, and promotion of tolerance 
have to be included in all curricula.
• Every student should have full access to 
ICT, and be trained to use them both in a 
technical and critical way.
• Students should have equal voting rights 
in all decision-making processes along-
side the other stakeholders in the school.

 
 
We, the representatives of European 
school student unions, stand behind these de-
mands, as we believe they are the key to the Fu-
ture of Education in Europe.  In order to improve 
the situation of all school students in Europe we 
commit ourselves to achieving the objectives 
laid in this resolution.  
This is just the beginning.
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