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Resolution from the Organising Bureau of European School Students 
Union in support of Asociación Nacional de Estudiantes de Secundaria, 
A.N.D.E.S., Asociacíon Colombiana de Estudiantes Universitarios, ACEU 
and Federatión Estudiantes Universitarios, FEU 
 
The student movement for university students in Colombia has for a long time been 
subjected to threats, violence, abductions and murders. The student movement for 
secondary education has also been subjected to threats, but has until now been spared 
from the most serious assaults as they are younger and less dangerous in the eyes of the 
assailants. Recently, the assaults on the organizations for university students, ACEU and 
FEU, have intensified, and the organization for secondary students, A.N.D.E.S., fears that 
the violence will spread towards them as well. OBESSU condemns all kinds of assaults 
against A.N.D.E.S., ACEU and FEU. 
 
Monday the 25th of September, ACEU, along with a number of other Colombian NGOs, 
received threats by e-mail from the paramilitary group Anguilas Negras. The group links 
ACEU to the FARC guerilla and therefore they declare ACEU to be a military target. The e-
mail contains a list of people Anguilas Negras have killed in the past, and a message that 
says that the same will happen again.  
Anguilas Negras also says they have the capability to know when representatives from 
ACEU cross the Colombian border.  
 
OBESSU do not accept any attempts to label student movements as guerilla groups.  
 
OBESSU believes that all students in all countries have the right to organize themselves to 
campaign for a better school. It is necessary that the voices of the students be heard and 
that their safety be taken care of. The freedoms of organization and of speech are 
fundamental liberties in any democratic country, and the OBESSU believes that the state 
must always guarantee these rights, regardless of political divisions. 
 
OBESSU calls on the Colombian government to guarantee the safety of the active members 
of A.N.D.E.S., ACEU and FEU. 
 
OBESSU calls on the Council of Europe to pursue the matter and put pressure on the 
Colombian government to guarantee the safety of members of A.N.D.E.S., ACEU and FEU. 
 
Adopted by the 33rd General Assembly of OBESSU in Brussels on the 12th of 
October 2008. 
 


