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Motion from Aktion Kritischer SchulerInnen on Religion and Schools 
 
School must be a place of science and learning where school students can develop without 
boundaries and bias-free. It is important that school students are enabled to challenge and 
critically reflect upon what they are taught. This must take place in an environment that 
puts the learner’s interest in the centre. 
 
Religions tend to promote “their truths” and therefore do not entirely fit into the concept 
of bias free schools. For this reason religions should not have influence on schools and 
should not take over educational issues that are a public responsibility. 
 
Religious education should not be based on the majority religion in a country. A topic that 
covers all religions and belief systems would be a better option to give school students an 
overview on the diversity in our society. Furthermore classrooms in public schools, being 
the place where school students do most of their learning, should be free of any religious 
symbols (e.g. crucifix on the walls). 
 
Furthermore school should be a place, where we learn about the different religions, so 
that it is able to live in peace in an intercultural society, so that all people can understand 
other religions and let them be accepted. 
 
Therefore OBESSU calls on the different governments and the Council of Europe to ensure 
that there is no religious influence in any schools. 
 
Therefore we want OBESSU to develop a strategy to ensure intercultural learning in all 
schools. 
 
Adopted by the 33rd General Assembly of OBESSU in Brussels on the 12th of 
October 2008. 
 


