
 

 

INTERNAL REGULATIONS FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF OBESSU 1 

 2 

This regulation is also valid for an extra ordinary General Assembly with the restrictions specified 3 

in the Statutes for such a meeting. This regulation is also valid for the Council of Members, as 4 

specified in the Statutes and with the restrictions specified in the statutes for such a meeting. 5 

 6 

The Internal Regulations is subordinated to the Statutes and therefore all of its content is 7 

subjected to the regulations in the statues.  8 

 9 

Article 1: The right to speak and the right to vote  10 

1. The right to speak  11 

a) The right to speak is available to delegates from Member and Candidate Organisations, 12 

all members of the elected bodies of OBESSU, the Secretary General and the GA 13 

Chairperson.  14 

b) The General Assembly can also give the right to speak to anyone else, during a specific 15 

item on the agenda, with a simple majority.  16 

 17 

2. The right to vote  18 

a) Every Member Organisation has one vote.  19 

b) The right to vote is available to the delegates from Member Organisations.  20 

c) Member Organisations can give their vote to other organisations (proxy vote), 21 

providing they have attended more than 80% of the meeting and can justify their reason 22 

for doing so.  23 

d) The right to vote is immediately granted after a vote on the admission of a new Member 24 

Organisation. 25 

 26 

Article 2: Election of Chairperson, minute taker and ballot committee  27 

1. General Assembly Chairperson  28 

a) The Board and the delegates can propose a candidate.  29 

b) The Chairperson cannot hold or run for a position in OBESSU  30 

c) The General Assembly will elect the Chairperson in a public vote with a simple majority. 31 

  32 

2. Minute taker  33 

a) At least one person will be elected as minute taker for the General Assembly.  34 

b) The board and/or the delegates can propose a candidate  35 

c) A minute taker cannot hold or run for any elected position in OBESSU  36 

d) The minute taker will take notes of the main events during the discussions, including 37 

(but not limited to) all proposals and amendments submitted in writing to the Chairperson 38 

of the meeting, order proposals, and the decisions and elections.  39 

 40 

3. Ballot Committee  41 

a) A Ballot Committee will be elected from the delegates present during the meeting. It 42 

will consist of three or five persons who are not running for any position in OBESSU, and 43 

do not hold a voting card if possible.  44 

b) The ballot committee will count the total number of votes present in the conference 45 

room before each voting procedure.  46 

c) The ballot committee will assist the Chairperson in counting the votes.  47 



 

 

d) In case of a call for secret ballot the committee will distribute and collect the ballot-48 

papers and count the votes’ cast twice. The result of the vote will be laid down in writing 49 

on a vote-result paper and will be handed over to the Chairperson of the General Assembly 50 

immediately after the counting. The minute taker of the meeting will collect all ballot-51 

papers after the counting and will ensure that they are preserved until the closing of the 52 

General Assembly.  53 

 54 

Article 3: Discussion procedure during the General Assembly 55 

1. The Chairperson will open the discussion by reading out aloud the proposal/-s in question 56 

and any amendments to the proposal/-s that have been handed to the Chairperson in 57 

written. 58 

The Chairperson will determine the speaking time per speaker before the first speaker 59 

begins. 60 

2. The Chairperson will then open the floor for discussion. If necessary, the speaking time is 61 

adjusted, and the Chairperson will hold a speaking list. Participants may indicate that they 62 

want to be added to the speaking list by raising their hand. 63 

3. Participants can reply to a statement directly if a previous speaker presents faulty 64 

information. Forming a “V” with one hand will indicate this reply. 65 

4. Speakers shall not repeat arguments that have been stated before. 66 

5. An order proposal is a proposal concerning the procedure, general conduct of the meeting, 67 

pauses or to change the order of the day. A delegate who wishes to make an order 68 

proposal shall form a P, and then will be the next on the speaking list. The order proposals 69 

will be treated immediately, and the normal order of the day will proceed only after 70 

acceptance or rejection of the order proposal. 71 

6. Abuse of interventions by means of ‘order proposals' and the ‘V-sign’ can be sanctioned 72 

by the Chairperson by means of suspension of the persons concerned until after the final 73 

decision-making on the item in question. 74 

7. If the Chairperson or anyone with the right to speak during the General Assembly has the 75 

opinion that all relevant arguments and contributions to the discussion have been made, 76 

the Chair will propose to close the speaking list. The Chairperson calls immediately a vote 77 

on closing the speaking list. With a simple majority the General Assembly decides on the 78 

closing. 79 

8. Once the decision to close the speaking list is accepted, the Chairperson will ask if anyone 80 

with the right to speak wants to put their name on the list. The speaking list will then be 81 

closed, and no new speakers can be added. Once the speaking list is empty, the vote will 82 

be cast. 83 

9. The Chairperson proposes the voting procedure on a proposal. If nobody objects to this 84 

proposal, the voting procedure on the proposal in question will be started. If member 85 

objects, the Chairperson will bring the proposal to start the voting procedure to vote. If a 86 

majority of the members agree with the proposition of the Chairperson, the voting 87 

procedure will start. If a majority disagrees with the proposition of the Chairperson, the 88 

speaking list will be opened again. 89 

10. Statutory meetings held online are subject to these internal regulations and should 90 

entirely respect the procedures outlined above and should respect and adapt to ad-hoc 91 

laws where required by legislation. A technical document specifying the concrete 92 

application of the internal regulations and its practical implementation is to be sent out 93 



 

 

at least 10 days before a statutory meeting takes place and should be adapted to the 94 

needs of the statutory meeting and the platform used. 95 

Article 4: Voting and decision making during the General Assemblies 96 

1. Voting is made by raising the voting card, or by acclamation if there is consensus. 97 

2. A closed vote will be held if at least one of the member organisations present with the right to 98 

vote demands it. 99 

3. All elections take place in a closed voting except for the minute taker and the ballot committee. 100 

4. If at least one member organisation questions the result of the count, a new vote will take 101 

place. If the new vote is also questioned a closed vote will take place. A closed vote can 102 

only be challenged by challenging the voting procedure and/or the ballot committee. 103 

5. The majority is calculated out of the votes for and against. Abstained votes are not 104 

counted in quorum of majority, except in case a two-thirds majority is required. In this 105 

case, the majority of all valid votes is needed. 106 

6. For a majority to be valid, at least half of the present member organisations must place a vote 107 

either for or against. 108 

 109 

Article 5: Urgent motions and resolutions 110 

1. The General Assembly will decide on a deadline for urgent motions and 111 

resolutions to the General Assembly. 112 

 113 

2. The urgent motions and resolutions must be presented to the Chairperson in 114 

writing and the General Assembly will decide whether the motion or resolution 115 

in question will be put to a vote. 116 

 117 

Article 6: Voting procedure during the General Assemblies 118 

1. The voting procedure will be started with a counting of the number of votes present. 119 

While the voting procedure is in progress, nobody will be allowed to leave the 120 

plenary area. 121 

2. The Chairperson will formulate the original proposal and the counter proposals and 122 

amendments that will be voted upon. 123 

3. If there are amendments to the original proposal or to the counter proposal/-s, these 124 

will be voted upon first. The Chairperson will formulate the original proposal and 125 

the counter proposal/-s with the amendments. After each formulation the 126 

Chairperson will ask whether the proposal is clear and that everybody understands 127 

it. Subsequently a vote will be cast. 128 

4. If there are amendments that concern the same change to both the original proposal 129 

and the counter proposal/-s, this will be voted upon after voting on the proposals in 130 

question so that there is only one standing proposal when the amendment is 131 

treated. 132 

5. If there is one counter proposal to the original proposal, the two proposals will be 133 

voted upon in the same round. If one of the proposals gets the majority needed for 134 

adoption, it has been carried. 135 

6. If there are two or more counter proposals to the original proposal, they will be voted 136 

upon until one of the counter proposals have gained simple majority. If one proposal 137 

does not gain simple majority in the first round of voting, the proposal with the least 138 



 

 

number of votes will be rejected and another round of voting will start. This will 139 

continue until one of the proposals have gained simple majority. If none of the 140 

proposals gain simple majority, all counter proposals will be rejected. 141 

7. If there are more changes proposed on the same point, the proposing parties should 142 

try to find a compromise and bring in one proposal for changes if possible. 143 

8. The amended original proposal and counter proposal, if carried, will be voted upon. 144 

If one of the proposals gets the majority needed for adoption, the proposal has been 145 

carried. 146 

9. Abstained votes are considered to be cast. 147 

10. Once a proposal has been rejected or adopted, the discussion will not be re-opened. 148 

11. Changes on the spot are allowed only if all the member organisations present agree. 149 

The Chairperson will formulate the proposal will ask whether the proposal is clear 150 

and that everybody understands it. Subsequently a vote will be cast and if everyone 151 

is in favour, the change passes. 152 

 153 

Article 7: Voting procedure for election of persons 154 

1. If there are more elections held during the same General Assembly, the election of the 155 

Board will be the first one. 156 

2. If the voting concerns Board elections, the General Assembly will first vote on the size 157 

of the Board/member committee if required. 158 

3. A vote on persons is done through a closed ballot. 159 

4. In a vote on persons the majority of all valid cast votes is needed to be elected. 160 

5. If in an election for positions, absolute majority is obtained by none of the candidates, 161 

a second vote between the candidates will take place. 162 

6. If again none of the candidates has obtained an absolute majority, recasts of vote will 163 

take place until either a person has obtained absolute majority or when a vote has 164 

been cast between two persons in which the votes were equally divided. 165 

7. If during that previous vote the smallest number of cast votes was equally divided 166 

between more than one person, then it will be decided by means of ballot who will no 167 

longer be able to participate in the next cast of votes. 168 

8. If in case of a cast of votes between two persons the number of votes was equally 169 

divided, it will be decided by means of lot who of both persons is elected. 170 

9. The Chairperson of the General Assembly announces the beginning of the process for 171 

elections by reading out aloud the total number of nominated candidates for the 172 

position in question of whom a formal nomination on behalf of a member organisation 173 

was received in accordance with the statues. The Chairperson will introduce each 174 

nominated candidate by stating their name, the member organisation nominating the 175 

candidate in question and the country the organisation is from. 176 

10. The nominated candidates will have the opportunity to introduce themselves and their 177 

motivation for running for the position. 178 

11. After the introduction of the candidates, the Chairperson will give the floor to any of 179 

the present member- and candidate organisations to ask questions to the candidates. 180 

For this purpose the Chairperson will hold a speaking list. 181 

12. If no more questions are asked, the Chairperson will announce that the voting 182 

procedure is beginning. The doors of the conference room will be closed. None of the 183 

participating organisations with the right to vote are allowed to leave or enter the room 184 



 

 

during the voting procedure. The ballot committee will count the total number of 185 

eligible voters present and will distribute ballot papers. The ballot paper will announce 186 

the maximum possible number of names that should be filled in by the member 187 

organisation. 188 

13. Any order proposal concerning the election procedure and sequence will have to be 189 

made before the voting for each position begins. 190 

14. The Chairperson will now declare that the elections will begin. It is not allowed to lobby 191 

or to disturb the election process by speaking. 192 

15. The Chairperson will read aloud the names, organisation and the country the 193 

organisation is from of the candidate(s) and will point out these candidates (if 194 

present) in the conference room. 195 

16. The Chairperson will then ask the member organisations to write down the name(s) of 196 

their choice, with the understanding that not more names then explicitly stated on the 197 

ballot paper, repeated by the Chairperson, can be written down. 198 

17. When all members have made up their mind, the ballot committee will collect all 199 

papers. 200 

18. After all ballot papers have been collected; the Chairperson will announce that the 201 

elections have ended and that the General Assembly will pause until the results of the 202 

elections are clear. The ballot committee will now start to count the votes, such under 203 

the supervision of the Secretary General and/or one of the monitoring and advisory 204 

committee. The ballot committee will count all ballot papers twice and will list the 205 

results on a ballot-result paper and hand it over to the Chairperson of the meeting. The 206 

minute taker will receive and preserve the ballot papers. 207 

19. The Chairperson will reconvene the General Assembly and will read aloud: 208 

a. the total number of votes present during the election procedure; 209 

b. the total number of votes cast; 210 

c. the total number of legal votes cast; 211 

d. the total number of abstentions; 212 

e. the name/-s of the candidate/-s with the least number of votes obtained up to 213 

the name of the candidates with the most votes. 214 

20. If the position/-s in a body cannot be filled with the desired number of persons during 215 

an election, the General Assembly can request one or more of the former members of 216 

the body in question to continue until the next official meeting of OBESSU, where an 217 

Extraordinary General Assembly will be held to fill in any vacancies. 218 

21. A candidate is elected if they got more than 50% of all valid cast votes. 219 

22. If two or more candidates from one country run for the body in question, the General 220 

Assembly will first cast a vote on what candidate can continue to run for the body in 221 

question after the introductions have been made and the Chairperson have declared 222 

that the elections have begun. 223 

23. The General Assembly can decide with a two/third majority of legally cast votes to 224 

allow two or more candidates from the same country to run for the position. 225 

24. A vote will be cast on all candidatures. If only one candidate for a function is 226 

nominated, the General Assembly will cast a vote anyway. 227 

 228 

Article 8: amendment proposals 229 

1. Proposals to amend should be submitted with a new amendment for each individual 230 

change which is being proposed. In practice it will not be possible for several changes to 231 



 

 

be contained within an individual amendment. The only exception is in a case where a 232 

proposed change has a direct impact on another part of the document, and would lead to 233 

a contradiction and/or inconsistency should it not be adopted at the same time. 234 

Article 9 235 

1. Any delegate can propose General Assemblies and Councils of Members to be live-236 

streamed online. This will then be done as long as none of the delegates opposes this, 237 

and as long as tools and technology is available. During voting procedures the live-stream 238 

will be shut down. All delegates can also request the live-stream to stop when they speak. 239 

 240 

Definitions 241 

1. Acclamation: Acclamation is vote by consensus rather than by majority. Acclamation can 242 

be expressed through clapping, shouting, making signs with hands or simply by showing 243 

no active opposition to the proposal upon vote. 244 

2. Absolute majority: Absolute majority is used in votes implying the possibility to vote for 245 

multiple options at the same time. (e.g. election of people). Absolute majority implies 246 

that 50% + 1 of the total valid cast votes is the threshold above which a person, for 247 

example, will be elected in case of multiple possibilities. Abstentions do not count in the 248 

quorum definition as they are not considered valid votes, unless differently expressed in 249 

the Statutes. 250 

3. Simple majority: Simple majority represents the highest number of total valid cast votes. 251 

Abstentions do not count in the quorum definition as they are not considered valid votes, 252 

unless differently expressed in the Statutes.”  253 


