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Introduction 

Since its foundation, OBESSU has always advocated for both students’ and human rights, as well 
as for a society based on justice, peace, inclusivity and self-determination of people. We, as 
OBESSU, also advocate for a school system that promotes and advocates for these values. 

This is why, as students, we cannot stay silent in front of a flagrant violation of these principles, 
such as what has been happening in Palestine, and in Gaza in particular, for the last years and 
decades. The actions that Israel is currently carrying out in Palestine constitute a genocide  
(asconfirmed by Report A/80/337 of the United Nations Independent International Commission of 
Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory1) but even after the adoption of this resolution, the 
violence in Gaza and in the occupied West Bank keeps going on. 

Despite the declaration of a ceasefire in Gaza, we keep on witnessing continuous violations, as 
well as the maintenance of military presence in more than 50% of the Gaza Strip. In the meantime, 
the occupation of the West Bank has continued and intensified. Since the 7th of October, 
Palestinians are almost fully forbidden from exiting their territory, and have to live through the 
violences of settlers and the IDF. 

In this context, the fundamental right to education of Palestinian students is extremely limited, if 
not eliminated. In Gaza, the school system has been completely obliterated, with more that 97% of 
school buildings that have sustained damage (as attested by UNRWA2) and a very hard to estimate 
but consistent number of teachers killed. 

The situation is not better in the West Bank, where students have to face numerous complications 
to access their schools, such as going through Israeli military checkpoints every day and facing 
discrimination, all at the expense of their education. 

2 UNRWA. Verification of damages to schools based on proximity to damaged sites - Gaza, Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, Update #10, July 2025. 21 August 2025. 
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/verification-damages-schools-based-proximity-damaged-sites-g
aza-occupied-palestinian-territory 
 

1 United Nations General Assembly. Resolution A/80/337. 14 August 2025. 
https://docs.un.org/en/A/80/337 
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In Europe, as well as in the rest of the world, millions of people, including many school students, 
have been protesting against these events. In numerous countries, peaceful demonstrations have 
frequently been met with harsh repression; in many schools, students have been forbidden to 
speak out on these issues, and the students who did often faced sanctions from their schools. 
This is a clear violation of the right to protest and to express opinions inside and outside of 
schools. 

OBESSU therefore demands: 

-​ The immediate end of the ongoing genocide in Gaza and of the occupation of Palestinian 
territory. 

-​ Immediate access to the Gaza Strip of all necessary humanitarian aid, managed by 
independent organisations. 

-​ Concrete and structural actions to rebuild the school system in the Gaza Strip, in order to 
ensure complete accessibility for the Palestinian people to the right to education. 

-​ The immediate withdrawal of sanctions against students that expressed their support to 
the Palestinian cause. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
About OBESSU 
The Organising Bureau of European School Student Unions (OBESSU) represents school 
students in Europe since 1975 and has ever since been advocating for participatory, 
inclusive and quality education for all. 

 

Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Education and Culture 
Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held 
responsible for them. 
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