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Motion from Unione Degli Studenti on the current Reforms of Education
in Italy

The return of the conservative right to the government in Italy was marked by the
promotion of some measures attempting to the public school system. Controlling and
undermining public schools is in fact often a good way to control society and social
mobility. Back in August, when the Parliament was not in its period of major activity and it
was quite empty, the measures were presented without any discussion. As of now, some of
these proposals have been already subscribed by one of the two Houses of the Italian
Parliament, without any debate with the opposition, and just thanks to the imposition
made by the government on a vote of trust. This is a totally undemocratic way of dealing
with education also because neither students, nor teachers, nor parents or their
representatives, trade unions or organisations have been heard or consulted about these
topics.

These are the main points of the reform:

1) Public School and Universities are going to be transformed into private foundations.
All the school boards and councils will be abolished, and students and teachers
representatives will not exist anymore under this proposal. The decision-making of
the school would be entirely held by an administration council, as in a company,
where only the director and the private financing the school have the right to stay
and decide also on the -curriculum. The decision-making will be totally
undemocratic and it would not be interested at all in students' opinions and needs.
The freedom of teaching would not be possible anymore in this framework, and
students would be seen merely as consumers. Also guaranteeing equal access to
education for all, in a mostly private educational system, it would not be a goal
anymore.

2) The compulsory age for schooling would be decreased from 16 years old (a goal we
achieved with the last government) to 14 years old. The negative phenomena of
early school leavers and drop-outs are encouraged with this measure. And this is a
lack of responsibility by the government from the point of view of bringing students
to the highest levels of education.

3) Also, the elementary school is under attack, with the huge cutbacks decided in the
financial law with the agreement of the Minister of Education. There will be just
one teacher for each class, instead of the three teachers per class provided before.
This means that many teachers will be now unemployed, and that many schools,
especially in the south of Italy, could not be opened anymore also in the afternoon
with many negative consequences for both parents and children involved. Before
that, Italian elementary school was often taken as an example of best practice in
the international statistics, especially thanks to the experimental activities and
laboratories that took place in the afternoon timetable.

4) Behaviour grades would be reintroduced at school. It will be also possible to expel
and/or fail students solely for behaviour reasons. This eliminates the principle
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contained in the Italian Declaration of Student Rights establishing that behaviour
judgement has to be made and considered apart from the evaluation of the
students' learning outcomes. Anti-bullying measures were already included into the
Declaration of Students Rights, therefore this grade, as has already been in the
past, will be again just a tool that teachers use to prevent students from taking
part in protests and demonstrations, or express their opinion when it does not
coincide with the teacher's.

These measures are abolishing the best part of the achievements reached by the Italian
and European Declarations of Students Rights and the possibilities students in Italy have to
participate democratically to the school life. For these motivations, aware of the fact that
similar attempts of privatization of education, and of undermining student participation
are actually taking place in many others European countries, we ask OBESSU Members and
Observers to support our struggle in solidarity with UDS.

Adopted by the 33 General Assembly of OBESSU in Brussels on the 12" of
October 2008.
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