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Urgent Resolution on the Future of the Education and Youth
Programmes

Introduction

On the 23" November 2011 the European Commission revealed its proposal for Frasmus for All, the
new programme for education, training, youth and sport.

The seven-year Erasmus for All programme, due to startin 2014, would bring together all the current
EU and international schemes for education, training, youth and sport, replacing seven existing
programmes with one (including Lifelong Learning and Youth in Action). The aim is to increase
efficiency, make it easier to apply for grants, as well as reducing duplication and fragmentation.

The European Commission proposes a budget increase of approximately 70% compared to the current
2007-2013 budget, to reach a total of 19 billion euros. 7% of the foreseen budget will be dedicated to
school education, 15% to vocational education and training and 7% to the youth sector.

OBESSU’s stand

OBESSU supports the proposed increased budget and welcomes the importance given to formal
education, in particular school education and VET with two dedicated separate sectors within the
proposal.

Moreover, the three strands of key action, learning mobility of individuals, cooperation for innovation
and good practices and support for policy reform, are complimentary and mutually reinforcing and aim
for a more transversal approach.

OBESSU supports the pan-European approach within Erasmus for All since this is essential to allow
young people from outside the EU to participate in programmes.

Related to the specificities of the future programmes, OBESSU supports the position of the Common
vision of 27 Education and Training European Stakeholders on the Future of the European Education,
Training and Youth Programmes’ as well as the European Youth Forum Resolution on the future of the
Youth in Action programme’.

The proposal states that “the “£rasmus’name is widely recognised by the general public in EU and non-
EU countries”. While this is true, O0BESSU is concerned that the name is too much affiliated with the

! Communication from the European Commission: “ERASMUS FOR ALL: The EU Programme for Education, Training, Youth and
Sport” Brussels, 23.11.2011

2 EUCIS-LLL: “Common vision of 27 Education and Training European Stakeholders on the Future of the European Education,
Training and Youth Programmes” Brussels, April 2011

* European Youth Forum: “Resolution on the future of the Youth in Action programme” Braga, 17-20 November 2011

* Communication from the European Commission: “ERASMUS FOR ALL: The EU Programme for Education, Training, Youth and
Sport” Brussels, 23.11.2011



http://ec.europa.eu/education/erasmus-for-all/doc/com_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/education/erasmus-for-all/doc/com_en.pdf
http://www.eucis-lll.eu/pages/images/stories/LLP/27-Stakeholders-Position-EC-Programmes.pdf
http://www.eucis-lll.eu/pages/images/stories/LLP/27-Stakeholders-Position-EC-Programmes.pdf
http://www.whereareyouthgoing.eu/site_media/uploads/documents/0986-11_YIA_FINAL-1.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/education/erasmus-for-all/doc/com_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/education/erasmus-for-all/doc/com_en.pdf
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current Erasmus Programme and university students” mobility, thus creating confusion as to what the
new Erasmus for All entails and belittle the ‘new” education and youth sectors and possible projects
which will fall under this name. We are concerned that, by using a brand name which is so strongly
affiliated to a specific programme, vast misconceptions will be made when the name is applied to a
much larger scope and ultimately be misleading.

OBESSU welcomes the mention to non-formal learning in the new proposal, but disapproves the lack of
reference to non-formal education. Non-formal education is also fundamental as a learning
opportunity in out-of-school settings, in particular within youth organisations and activities.
Furthermore, non-formal education should be recognised by its own merit and not only as
complimentary to formal education. As stated in OBESSU’s position paper on the promotion and
validation of non-formal education and informal learning® we support a Europe wide system of
validation of non-formal education which views non-formal education as equal value to that of formal
learning, and that assessment and evaluation take into account the skills learned through non-formal
methods. “A holistic vision of education and training that puts at a same level of esteem various ways
of accessing learning be it formal, non-formal or informal”®is essential and must be mentioned and
clearly outlined in the proposal.

In the proposal there is a lack of clarity concerning which projects and initiatives will be eligible for
funding. OBESSU stresses the need for delineating how it will support the work of civil society and
youth organisations, learners’ participation in decision-making processes and the autonomy of young
people. OBESSU wishes for a greater role of youth-run organisations and activities and a learner-
centred approach in education.

In order to ensure the sustainability of civil society and youth organisations, it is crucial not only to
make project-based funding available but also to provide operating grants. Operating grants are of
utmost importance for the existence of youth and civil society organisations, which otherwise risk to
disappear. Furthermore, operating grants assist these organisations in developing and maintaining
the quality of their projects as well as allowing them to actively contribute to European level decision-
making and policy development. Therefore operating grants are fundamental for the existence of civil
society organisations in maintaining the same outreach as they currently do, as well as the high quality
and to establish a long-lasting impact.

In the current regulations it is mentioned that the Authorising Officer can allow the recognition of
volunteers” work but in practice that rarely happens. OBESSU urges the new proposal to further
recognise volunteering and ensure this through the inclusion of volunteer time contribution as eligible
in-kind contributions in all actions of the future programme. Volunteer work is the most important

> OBESSU position paper on the promotion and validation of non-formal education and informal learning, February
2011

® EUCIS-LLL: “Common vision of 27 Education and Training European Stakeholders on the Future of the European Education,
Training and Youth Programmes” Brussels, April 2011



http://www.obessu.org/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2011/12/FINAL-NFE-position-paper.pdf
http://www.obessu.org/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2011/12/FINAL-NFE-position-paper.pdf
http://www.eucis-lll.eu/pages/images/stories/LLP/27-Stakeholders-Position-EC-Programmes.pdf
http://www.eucis-lll.eu/pages/images/stories/LLP/27-Stakeholders-Position-EC-Programmes.pdf
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resource and the specificity of civil society organisations and not recognising it would hinder the
participation of volunteers in projects. Moreover, in light of the framework of the 2011 European Year
of Volunteering, not recognising it would devalue the progress made and send a negative message.

Furthermore, in the current proposal there is no mention of the youth and user-friendliness of the
management of the new programme. It is essential to make the application procedures more user-
friendly in order not to limit access to the funds only to ‘professionals’. OBESSU underlines the
importance of making the new application procedure youth and user friendly in order to succeed in
being inclusive and accessible to all, thus achieving the wider outreach and impact which is envisaged
in the proposal.

OBESSU is concerned that the new proposal of the European Commission is very focused on improving
young people’s employability and neglects the fact that fostering active European citizenship and
participation goes far beyond this. The main aim of education and youth programmes should be to
shape active and responsible citizens, provide them with possibility to acquire and develop skills
(including soft skills) and offer tools and motivation to fully participate in society.

While we welcome the mention in the proposal of structured dialogue in the field of youth, OBESSU
urges to extend this best practice to the education sector as well. Moreover, OBESSU believes that
stakeholders should be involved in the management of the programme, and co-decide on the issues
directly concerning them.

Conclusion:

OBESSU is encouraged by the focus on education in the new proposal and the will to invest in
education and youth in order to build up a stronger and more sustainable Europe.

The current programmes for Education and Youth have already taken great steps in order to support
learning mobility, the development of innovation and in supporting civil society and young people. It
is essential that the new programme continues this positive trend and that it aims higher than its
predecessors. The role of civil society and youth organisations, the participation of all young people in
the programmes, the development of skills and competencies and active citizenship should all be
supported in the new programme.

For sustainable civic action to occur and the strengthening of active participation, civil society and
youth organisations must be given adequate support through tailored operating grants.

In brief, OBESSU finds that fundamental key concepts are missing in the proposal, such as the role and
added value of youth and civil society organisations and youth work, learner-centred approach,
volunteering and non-formal education, and that these must be included.



