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01 What is Generation D-Liberation?What is Generation D-Liberation?What is Generation D-Liberation?
The Generation d-Liberation project is an initiative in the framework of the
European Parliament DG COMM work for the Conference on the Future of Europe. It
run since April 2021 until June 2022 and its main aim is to give tools to young
people, and particularly school students - both in general and VET education - to
be able to discuss the future of Europe and the role they want to play in it, with
specific regards to the fields of: addressing climate change, the right to quality
education, jobs for young people, mental health and minority rights and inclusion.

This was done both through facilitated deliberations in different European
countries (Italy, Belgium, France, Germany, Romania, Hungary, Ireland) as well as
by any young person who receives the methodology that the project will develop.
All ideas were collected online and served as a basis for recommendations to
members of the European Parliament who will represent the student perspective on
the Conference on the Future of Europe. Partners all have a great deal of
experience, either working as a student representation body or in the domain of
democracy, participation and deliberation. 

The specific objectives of the project were therefore: 

To develop and test a methodology for deliberation at school level that can be
used by  students and schools in order to promote youth engagement and
political debates and  recommendations and to implement it directly in 6
countries reaching out to 2300 students  directly.
To promote youth engagement, school deliberations and the methodology
through a  communications campaign reaching +500k people on different
social media channels.
To gather recommendations on the above mentioned topics from those
deliberations and  present them to Members of the European Parliament and
other policy makers in online and offline spaces 
To bring the voices of school students to their political representatives and
create a meaningful dialogue among them.

1.

2.

3.

4.

From September 2021 until June 2022, the student assemblies took place in the
above mentioned countries, and we are very excited to present to you the final
policy recommendations that came out of this process, that closed in the final
conference of the project in Villeurbanne, Lyon, France, on the 25th June 2022.
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02 What is the Conference on theWhat is the Conference on theWhat is the Conference on the



Future of Europe?Future of Europe?Future of Europe?

The Conference on the Future of Europe was a unique and timely opportunity for
European citizens to debate on Europe’s challenges and priorities. No matter where
you were from or your background, this was the place to think about what future
you want for the European Union.

The European Parliament, the Council and the European Commission committed to
listen to Europeans and to follow up, within their sphere of competences, on the
recommendations made. 

By spring 2022, the Conference reached its conclusions and provide guidance on
the future of Europe through its report on the process and the recommendations.
You can find more information about the proposals and the report of the
Conference on the Future of Europe here. 
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03 Policy recommendations:Policy recommendations:Policy recommendations:
Climate Change

1. Tax factories that are polluting too much. 
2 Promote hemp plastic and hemp products.

While promoting environmental sustainability amongst individuals and small
businesses remains important, it is crucial to discourage the big polluters and
promote the large-scale use of more sustainable raw materials (such as hemp
plastic). Environmental degradation should be made financially unviable through
the taxation of large scale industrial complexes and factories that are causing it.

3. Promote the use of public transportation.

On an individual and social level, incentivise and promote the use of public
transportation as opposed to cars. Where necessary, this will imply strengthening
and developing punctual, reliable and safe public transportation systems that are
accessible to everyone.
 

4.Climate change as a topic in every curriculum; Education on what to do as an
individual e.g. lower emissions; Make the education programs more focused on the
environment.

Climate change is likely to become more and more relevant to the lives of young
people going forward. For this reason, it is necessary to educate the newer
generations to understand the nature and risks of climate collapse, by including it
in the school curriculum, tackling both collective and individual practices of
sustainability.

5. 100% renewable energies by 2035.

To effectively lower emissions, encouraging and/or incentivising individual action
is not enough. Governments should take a hard stand against the use of gas in
public transportations and cars across EU borders, and substitute it with
alternative, greener energy sources. An ambitious goal would be to reach 100%
renewable energy in transportation across the EU by 2035. 
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03 Policy recommendations:Policy recommendations:Policy recommendations:
Climate Change

6. Creation of a European label “short circuit” certifying agricultural products
which have traveled a short distance between the land and the table (300 km
maximum).

To redirect customers towards more sustainable agricultural produce, the EU
should create a “short circuit” label signaling the distance traveled by products
and thus encouraging shorter supply chain routes (maximum 300 km).

7. Suspension of all the aesthetic norms (calibration, color, coating or polishing)
present in the product specifications of the distributors of fruits and vegetables. 

A great deal of supermarket waste is caused by the aesthetic norms associated
with agricultural produce. In other words, “ugly” vegetables are often discarded
even if they are perfectly fine to consume. Governments should make an effort to
suspend the aesthetic norms present in product specifications of the distributors
of fruits and vegetables, such as calibration, color, coating or polishing.

9. Ban excessive packaging. 

To effectively lower emissions, encouraging and/or incentivising individual action
is not enough. Governments should take a hard stand against the use of single-use
items and excessive packaging, banning them and providing a greener, more
sustainable alternative which is affordable and accessible to all.
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03 Policy recommendations:Policy recommendations:Policy recommendations:
Quality Education

10. Educating to participation, political education, including concrete examples
how the EU is influencing our daily life and how to influence in processes like
CoFoE. We need reliable information and more accessible resources.

Democracy, participation and politics should be a part of the school curriculum
everywhere in the EU. Its goal should be to educate, not just through theory, but
also through practice, and to enhance students’ political literacy - including about
the EU - so that they have the tools they need to participate in the political and
social life of their communities. 

11. Guarantee access to education.

Access to education should be guaranteed to all children and young people that are
of school age regardless of their background, citizenship status, gender, sexual
orientation and accessibility needs, now more than ever in pandemic times.
Education should remain free and public and all its hidden barriers to access -
especially financial - should be removed.

12. Continued training and education for teachers on mental health and self-
discovery.

Teachers should have continuous access to training in order to keep learning
together with their students. Especially in these times, it’s fundamental to
empower teachers with the tools to address and discuss mental health in the
classroom. Training would include how to build a good classroom climate and how
to spot and redirect students that are at risk of psychological and physical harm to
services that can support them in an informed way.
 

13. Having a youth European Parliament.

Young people do not feel represented by the political class at national and
European level. This leads to low levels of political participation and engagement
which on the long run could threaten the legitimacy of European democracies. To
enhance youth representation in EU structures, the EU should create a youth EP
where young people from all EU countries and backgrounds can take part in the EU
legislative and decision making process.
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03 Policy recommendations:Policy recommendations:Policy recommendations:
Quality Education

14. Feedback mechanism starting at local level for the EP.

The low level of participation in European politics by the many European citizens is
first of all a problem of the information environment: in other words, there is little
knowledge at the grassroots level about the actions, priorities and political
agendas of the EU. A way to mitigate this gap is the creation of specific feedback
mechanisms for the work of EU institutions which starts at the local level. 

15. Tech to reach out and engage students from vulnerable backgrounds.

The Covid-19 pandemic has shown us the barriers to access as well as the
opportunities provided by digitalisation. The potential of technology and of the
digital environment should be directed towards the outreach and inclusion of
school students from vulnerable backgrounds. 

16. At least 5% of GDP in school, increasing salaries, materials and teachers.

Part of the reason why Covid-19 was so catastrophic for education systems is the
progressive financial cuts to education funding throughout the last two decades.
To build back better, EU governments should devote at least 5% of their GDP to the
strengthening and development of their education systems, increasing salaries,
renovating structures, providing materials and training teachers. 

17. Exclude education from the process of production.

While education should provide students with the tools to thrive in an increasingly
globalized society, it should never be geared exclusively towards its needs.
Students do not only inhabit society. They will need to change it and improve it for
the better. Education should be allowed to exist in its own right, disconnected from
the needs and processes of production and the labor market.

18. Peer to peer education, self-formation, the use of multimedia tools during
lesson hours.

In many education systems of the EU, the curriculum remains mostly notion-based
and traditional in its methods. Yet students need practical skills, as well as new
perspectives, to face future challenges. Some subjects which could support them
in doing so would be: manual activities, such as sewing, DIY reparations at home,
cooking; citizenship education expanded (see recommendations above);
administrative and financial education. Some methods which could support them in
doing so would be: peer to peer education, self formation, as well as the use of
multimedia tools during lesson hours. 
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03 Policy recommendations:Policy recommendations:Policy recommendations:
Quality Education

 19. Introduction of a student based income.

To ensure every student’s equal access to education, and help low income families
to sustain the hidden costs of education (such as uniforms, book costs,
transportation, private classes) EU governments should implement nation-wide
student basic income schemes. As the administrative burden to prove low income
is often enough to deter families from applying to such schemes, this income
should be provided to all regardless of their financial status.

20. Not grading students from very early on (from 7 years onwards), having
appreciations instead of numeric grades or not sharing the grades with students in
order not to discourage them.

Innovation in teaching means also identifying long-standing practices that are
counterproductive for students’ learning and progress. Assessment has been
found to have negative effects on students insofar as it values performance over
effort and narrowly defines what academic success means. In order to counter this
trend and make students passionate about learning, it would be appropriate to
develop new methods of assessment, to be implemented especially in primary
school, such as appreciations instead of numeric grades, or ‘hidden’ grades in
order to keep measuring students’ performance without downplaying or
discouraging their efforts.

21. Harmonisation of school times in the EU or a shorter school day, less tiredness,
more productive; or reduction of the holidays time in the benefit of shorter and
nicer working days or to develop compulsory club activities (in order to develop
students’ passions).

To further EU integration, make secondary school mobility possible, as well as
reduce the exhaustion many students feel at school due to long hours and
homework commitments, EU governments should look at the feasibility of
harmonizing school times across EU member states, and when desirable, shorten
the hours of frontal lessons in the school day, integrating them with other activities
such as sports club and interest groups.
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03 Policy recommendations:Policy recommendations:Policy recommendations:
Employment and Inclusion

22. Jobs that are needed in the future should be paid good.

The Covid-19 crisis has shown the world who are the workers without which
modern society cannot survive: essential workers. Public transport system
operators, farmers, cleaners, hospitality workers, nurses and health providers,
teachers - to build a resilient future, it is necessary to make these jobs attractive
through higher wages, fairer contractual arrangements and added benefits. 

23. A single parent should be able to support a family. Improve social security.

More and more young people grow up with a single parent or with divorced parents.
Single parents and smaller family units should be able to live with dignity and in
full respect of their human rights. For this reason, social security should be
improved, and measures should be implemented so that salaries can keep up with
inflation and the rising cost of living. Ideally, the monthly salary of one parent
should be able to fully support the needs of their family. 

24. Global responses to crises.

The Covid-19 pandemic has shown us that no man is an island, and by extension,
that no country can devise a thoroughly effective crisis management plan on its
own. More diplomatic and cooperation efforts need to be devoted towards
developing and implementing truly global responses to ongoing and future crises,
such as the climate crisis and the Covid-19 pandemic. 
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03 Policy recommendations:Policy recommendations:Policy recommendations:
Employment and Inclusion

26. Have migrant students focus their learning on the new language and other
basics, not some other foreign language e.g.

First-generation migrants who are already embedded in the country of arrival’s
education system often fall behind in their studies because of language barriers.
Therefore, they should be given the opportunity to focus their learning on the local
language and other basic skills as opposed to additional foreign languages. 

27. Students to be able to freely travel, study abroad and work in another EU
country.

To improve social cohesion and inclusion amongst EU countries, freedom of
movement of young Europeans should be complemented by free education and
study abroad programes that can cover any financial expense that low-income
families cannot afford.
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03 Policy recommendations:Policy recommendations:Policy recommendations:
Mental Health

28. Introducing psychological support and services in every institute.

Seeing the current post-pandemic focus on mental health, and the struggles of
many students following the last two years of school closures, EU governments
should strive to introduce free, confidential, high-quality psychological support
and psychosocial counseling services in every school and institute. 

29. Have a mandatory subject which educates on mental health

Seeing the current post-pandemic focus on mental health, and the struggles of
many students following the last two years of school closures, students, and not
only teachers, should be given the tools to take care of their own mental health and
that of their peers. This could be achieved through the introduction of a mandatory
school subject or a number of hours of instruction per week dedicated to this topic. 

30. Safety on the internet with children protection and health protection
programmes.

Children and teens have access to a wealth of information through the internet,
some of which can be potentially dangerous, traumatic or disturbing. EU
governments should devise and implement new health protection programmes and
programmes to guarantee children and teens’ safe online access.
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