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This Rules and regulations documents is intended to outline the types of political statements that 1 

OBESSU issues, with clear defined purposes and procedures for each of them.  2 

Depending on need, following types of documents can be issued by OBESSU: 3 

Type Definition Purpose Procedure 

Policy 
paper 

A specific political 
document on a broad topic, 
related to European policy 
agenda, fed by various 
processes inside the 
organisation (events, 
working groups, advocacy 
campaigns…) 

General advocacy and 
representation work at 
European level. Can feed 
national work when MOs find 
relevant. 

Serve as base for OBESSU 
Positions and Reactions 
(together with Political 
Platform.) 

Input taken from different events / 
campaigns, internal documents. 

(1) Board prepares content 
indications, (2) Secretariat drafts 
the wording, (3) Board gives final 
feedback, (4) adoption by 
GA/COMEM (first sent for 
amendments in usual procedure) 

Declaration 

A direct outcome of a 
particular event (one that 
has political character – 
i.e. convention or 
conference, not a summer 
school), collecting 
reflections of participants 
(mandated by 
organisations!) on 
particular topic. 

Informing work of OBESSU 
(i.e. as contribution in 
process of creating a policy 
paper/resolution); giving a 
clear view on outcomes of 
the event (both to members 
and external stakeholders). 

(1) Participants of the event work 
through the topic. (2) On the 
second-to-last day of the training 
the team (ideally Board & 
Secretariat ) collects all input from 
participants and creates ‘draft 
declaration’.(3) On the last day 
this draft declaration is discussed 
with participants and adjusted to 
their final proposal. The final 
version is ready as event is 
closed. 

Position 

A broader contribution to 
an ongoing political 
process (for example a 
public consultation, a 
policy revision…) on a 
particular topic. 

Ensuring OBESSU continuous 
presence and voice of 
students represented, 
highlighting OBESSU takes 
on particular topics. 

(1) Key input is given from Board, 
(2) Secretariats prepare first draft, 
based on Board input, existing 
OBESSU policy papers/resolutions 
OR positions. (3) Board gives 
feedback. (4) Secretariat prepares 
final version and releases the 
Position. 

Reaction 

An immediate (short) 
response to an event / 
political milestone (i.e. 
publication of an EU 
agenda etc.). 

Ensuring OBESSU immediate 
presence and voice of 
students represented, 
highlighting OBESSU takes 
on particular topics. 

(1) Key input is given from Board, 
(2) Secretariat prepares first draft, 
based on Board input, existing 
OBESSU policy papers/resolutions 
OR positions. (3) Board gives 
feedback. (4) Secretariat prepares 
final version and releases the 
Reaction. 

Ideally, all within 24h. 
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