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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS DAY STATEMENT, NOVEMBER 17TH 2024.

This year, as OBESSU we are activating all across Europe on the occasion of the International
Student's Day. The historical importance of this date reminds us of the need for student
activation, and of the impact we can have in shaping the world. Often tokenised and left without
our say in our society, today we remind our decision makers that we have a voice and we
demand to be heard.

Listening to us does not simply mean giving us a seat and the possibility to speak - it means
nothing about us, without us. It means ensuring our right to have a direct and meaningful input
into the decision making processes that shape our education, our society, and our livelihoods.

For this to happen, we must have valuable and utilised democratic participation within schools,
and wider representation and recognition of student leaders among democratic institutions -
both on a national and global level. We have things to say, and we demand to be heard. We
believe every student should be guaranteed the right to free, high quality education, including
civic, social and peace education, as well as to have their rights realised; namely that of the
right to associate, assemble and demonstrate.

All of these rights, and many more, are included in the "Declaration of School Student Rights", a
document created and developed by student unions all across Europe. We call on the EU
Institutions, and national governments to follow and implement the principles highlighted within
this declaration.

We believe that education can and must have an impact in achieving positive change in our
society, and until that day is realised, we will reaffirm our promise to use our voices, to mobilise,
and to mark International Students’ Day in our fight for justice.

Today we are active, and we call upon our students across Europe and the wider world to join
us. The future is now - we have no more time to lose.



