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Draft Minutes, OBESSU COMEM 2015

Copenhagen, Denmark, 5 - 6 December 2015

Day 1, Saturday 5'" of December

1. Opening of the COMEM

Board member Oona opens and introduces the Council of Members (COMEM) of OBESSU.

Board member Oona thanks the Danish organisations DGS, EEO and LH for hosting the
COMEM.

The roll call is made, and voting cards are distributed in alphabetical order to the
organisations present. Yellow cards are given to the Member Organisations (MOs) with the
right to vote, according to the payment of the Annual Financial Contribution.

First Roll Call:

AKS, CANAE, DGS, DOS, EEO, ESCU, FSS, ISSU, LH, LMS, MAKOSZ, SAKKI, SLL, SUS, UDS, UNL,
UNEL, UNSS, USO, VSK

In addition, KYC is present as Affiliate Organisation. This is not included in lists of roll calls.

20 MOs present, 1 Affiliates present.

2. Election of the Chairperson

The Board proposes Dasa Koribanicova, former Board member of OBESSU to be the
Chairperson of the COMEM.

The COMEM approves the Chairperson by acclamation.

The Chairperson welcomes the delegates and she briefly shares her experience in OBESSU.

3. Election of the minute-taker

The Board proposes Giorgio Tessadri, OBESSU Communication and Membership Officer to be
the minute-taker of the COMEM.

The COMEM approves the minute-taker by acclamation.

4. Election of the Ballot Committee

The Chairperson explains the role and function of Ballot Committee.
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The Chairperson explains that the COMEM has to decide on the composition of the Ballot
Committee. She suggests a Ballot Committee of 3 people.

Three people are needed for the Ballot Committee. ISSU proposes Gearo6id Dardis, KYC
proposes Agnesa Qerimi and EEO proposes Simon Kleemeyer.

The COMEM elects the ballot committee by acclamation.

5. Explanation of procedures

The Chairperson explains the procedures.

e Speaking list

e VandTsigns

e Secret ballots

¢ Amendment to amendment
e Statement to the minutes

e Presentations of MOs

No questions or comments are made.

6. Legality of COMEM and adoption of the Agenda

Secretary General Rasmus Aberg explains that the COMEM to be legal, 50% plus 1 of the total
number of OBESSU Members has to be present. At this COMEM 21 Organisations are present,
which satisfies the legality criterion. Furthermore, all deadlines leading up to the COMEM
were kept. No protests are made known and therefore the Chairperson confirms the legality
of the COMEM.

The legality of the COMEM is approved by acclamation.
The Chairperson explains the agenda and no comments are made.

The Agenda of the COMEM is approved by acclamation.

(SVB arrived).

7. Voting right for Member Organisations failing to pay the
Annual Financial Contribution

The Chairperson explains that according to the Statutes, only Member Organisations which
have paid the Annual Financial Contribution (AFC) have the right to vote. There are 3 MOs
present that have failed to pay the AFC. These are: CNE, MAKOSZ and UdS.



62
63
64

65

66
67

68
69
70
71
72

73

74
75

76
77
78
79

80
81
82

83

84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91

92

93
94
95

OBESS Organising Bureau of
European School Student Unions

One delegate from each organisation has the chance to explain why their organisation has
failed to pay the AFC on time. The COMEM will vote on whether to grant the right to
vote/speak. To pass, a simple majority is needed.

A secret ballot is requested for this.

The organisations concerned make a brief explanation and the Chairperson opens the floor
for questions or comments:

e CNE (not present at this moment)
e MAKOSZ explains the reasons why they failed to pay.
e UdS explains the reasons why they failed to pay.

The Chairperson opens the floor for questions.
DOS asks what is the progressive system and how does it work.

Rasmus says that it is based on each organisation’s annual turnover. In case you have zero
budget you do not need to pay the AFC.

SAKKI proposes a secret vote.

ISSU wants to know the history of the organisations in term of AFC.
MAKOSZ replies that they did pay last year.

UdS says that next year the priority will be the OBESSU AFC.

Rasmus also replies that MAKOSZ did pay last year but not everything. UdS have not paid for
a while, they only paid part of last year AFC. CNE has a debt and they have to pay this year
AFC.

Roll Call to hand out the ballot papers for those who paid
AKS, CANAE, DGS, DOS, EEO, ESCU, FSS, ISSU, LH, LMS, SAKKI, SLL, SUS, UNL, UNEL, UNSS,
USO, VSK

Now we have 18 organisations with the right to vote in the room. A simple majority will be
enough to grant the right to vote to each organisation.

The ballot committee leaves the room with the Secretary General to count the votes.
The Ballot Committee comes back with the results:

e MAKOSZ: 12 votes in favour, 6 against, 0 abstentions
e UdS: 13 votesin favour, 4 against, 1 abstentions
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(CNE arrived)

CNE explains its situation. They are facing some problems after the change of the Minister of
Education and now it is not easy to get in contact with the Ministry for support. But they will
try to solve this issue.

The Chairperson opens the floor for questions.

FSS asks if they have any other income.

CNE replies that they have partners but not for financial support.
ISSU wants to know about their AFC history.

Rasmus replies that the debt is around 120 euro plus this year AFC.
UNEL asks for some clarification about the debt.

Rasmus replies that it is 120 euro plus this year AFC.

SAKKI asks about the debt of last year.

Rasmus replies that the debt was around 200 euro.

SAKKI proposes a secret vote.

Roll Call to hand out the ballot papers for those who paid
AKS, CANAE, DGS, DOS, EEO, ESCU, FSS, ISSU, LH, LMS, MAKOSZ, SAKKI, SLL, SUS, UdS UNL,
UNEL, UNSS, USO, VSK.

Now we have 20 organisations with the right to vote in the room. A simple majority will be
enough to grant the right to vote to each organisation.

The ballot committee leaves the room with the Secretary General to count the votes.

e CNE: 11 votes in favour, 8 against, 1 abstention

All the organisations have been granted the right to vote.

Roll Call
AKS, CANAE, CNE, DGS, DOS, EEO, ESCU, FSS, ISSU, LH, LMS, MAKOSZ, SAKKI, SLL, SUS, UDS,
UNL, UNEL, UNSS, USO, VSK.
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Now we have 21 MOs with the right to vote. The new quorum for simple majority is 11.

8. Adoption of the Internal Regulations
The Chairperson introduces the Internal Regulations of Statutory Meetings.
There are no questions or comments.
The Chairperson invites the COMEM to adopt the Internal Regulations.

The Internal regulations for the COMEM of OBESSU are adopted unanimously.

9. Adoption of minutes from the General Assembly 2015

The Secretary General explains that the minutes were sent out in time and they are available
online and opens the floor for questions.

There are no comments or questions.

The minutes of the GA 2015 are adopted by acclamation.

10. Guests present at the COMEM

The Chairperson explains that there are no guests in the room, but in case they come, we will
allow them when the time comes.

Board member Oona proposes to vote to allow the Affiliate organisations SVB and KYC to
have the right to speak during the COMEM.

There are no comments or questions.
SAKKI proposes a secret vote.

Roll Call
AKS, CANAE, CNE, DGS, DOS, EEO, ESCU, FSS, ISSU, LH, LMS, MAKOSZ, SAKKI, SLL, SUS, UDS,
UNL, UNEL, UNSS, USO, VSK.

Now we have 21 MOs with the right to vote. The quorum for simple majority is 11.

Proceed to vote:

In favour: 19

Against: 1

Abstentions: 1

KYC and SVB have been granted the right to speak in the COMEM.
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11. Code of conduct at COMEM

Giuseppina from the Board explains the importance to have a code of conduct as an informal
document to agree upon in order to have a safe space to work in.

Eleonora from the Monitoring Committee opens the floor for discussions and questions.
Outcomes of the discussion:

e Put any devices on mute

e Speck English

e Respect others who want to sleep

e Listen to each other

e Don’t bring arguments for the sake of it
e Respectful communication

e Hero at night, hero during the day

e Socialise - make new friends

e Silent applause

e Be aware you are representing your organisation
e Be punctual

12. Presentation Board Report

Ruta and Brendan from the Board present the Board report.
The Chairperson opens the floor for questions.
ESCU asks the reasons of having only one Board meeting in the last months.

Board replies that it was a matter of financial recourses and acknowledges that it was a very
hard situation.

ESCU asks why they did not have Board meetings via Skype.

Board replies that they used every communication channels to communicate but it was a bit
complicated.

FSS says that the International Students’ Day was a great campaign and asks for comments.

Board says that it was very successful and they are very happy about it, although there was
not so much cooperation with the European Students’ Unions (ESU). The results were really
good: the data related to the hashtags; the chat with American school students union; and
the number of partners all around the world. The Board explains also the emails sent to the
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MEPs to advocate for the call. They received some feedback and one MEP shared the call and
supported the campaign.

DOS wants some clarifications on the Board strategy to communicate with the MOs and asks
who usually attend the external representations.

Board replies that they need to set different ways to communicate with MOs and find the best
ones according to each organisation. Regarding the second question, they says that it
depends on the timing and financial support. In general when it comes to big events, they are
attended by the Board members. But not covered informal meetings in Brussels are done by
the Secretariat.

There are no more comments or questions.

(Coffee break)

Roll Call
AKS, CANAE, CNE, DGS, DOS, EEO, ESCU, FSS, ISSU, LH, LMS, MAKOSZ, SAKKI, SLL, SUS, UDS,
UNL, UNEL, UNSS, USO, VSK.

Now we have 21 MOs with the right to vote. The new quorum for simple majority is 11.

The Chairperson announces that the deadline for urgent motions and resolutions is on
Sunday 6th at 9:00h via email to Rasmus Aberg and to the Chairperson.

UNEL proposes to change the agenda and to switch the Political Platform amendments with
the Workplan amendments.

Whether or not vote on the proposal.
Proceed to vote:

In favour: 19

Against: 1

Abstentions: 1

The actual vote on the proposal.

Proceed to vote:

In favour: 16

Against: 2

Abstentions: 3

The change of the agenda is approved.
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13. Development Strategy Review

Oona and Giuseppina from the Board present the Development Strategy Review.
The Chairperson opens the floor for questions.

LMS asks which actions they have in mind for the priorities related to school student structure
development.

Board replies that they are working on that. The first step it is mapping the school student
situation in Europe and see where and who are more involved and who are less. After
mapping the EU situation they can address specific countries. It is an ongoing process.

LMS asks if the Board needs the help from MOs and if ad hoc Working Group will be set.

Board replies that they can discuss it at the next Board meeting, but the funding for a new
Working Group are quite difficult to find. Moreover the Working Group on the Manual already
identified some countries to address, using the Manual as a tool.

DOS asks if the Board is familiar with the situation in Croatia and says that DOS can help to
increase the membership in the Balkan countries.

Board replies that OBESSU used to have an organisation in Croatia willing to apply for
membership but they refused to grant it due to some democratic issues. The Board also says
that if DOS has any input to help them, those are more than welcome.

ISSU asks if they can send them the Manual to translate into Irish.
Board replies that they will send it to them in order to be translated.

There are no more comments or questions.

14. Presentation Monitoring Committee Report

Eleonora from the Monitoring Committee presents the role of the MC and the MC Report.

The Board and the Secretariat leave the room.
The Chairperson opens the floor for questions.
ESCU asks how she sees the approach of the Board to advocacy in general.

MC replies that they give them some advises. They asked them to provide better and more
comprehensive reports about external representations. Moreover, they suggested that in
case they say no to some events they should report it. When it comes to topics, the Board
should realise themselves if they have not worked on some topics and improve accordingly.
They should also diversify the institutions they advocate to. For example focus also on other
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structures like the EU Commission, Council of Europe and UNESCO. In general they should be
more proactive.

LMS asks if OBESSU had some contacts with UNESCO.

MC says that OBESSU did advocacy work towards the UN in the past. OBESSU could apply as
an NGO to get invitations to events and should have good possibilities. Moreover OBESSU
applied for ““membership”.

ISSU says that at TCIO participants discussed about the MOs online platform and asks about
the next steps.

MC says that not enough has been done so far and the online platform should be a priority of
the Board. She also says that the Board realised the importance and they are planning to
take action.

UNEL asks if the MC has any suggestions on how improve the communication between Board
and Secretariat.

MC replies that there has been an unequal workload within the Board. One Board member is
doing too much comparing to the rest. Another problem is that people are not used to work
online. Furthermore, the new Board members did not have enough time “to get into”
OBESSU. But now it seems they understood and they are tackling these issues.

SAKKI asks how the level of motivation within the Board is.

MC replies that the level of motivation differs during time, but in general they are very
motivated and working well as a team.

VSK asks if the evaluation of the Board from the MC it is done individually.

MC replies that what they did it was talking to them individually. Then in the report the MC
focused to the Board as a team.

FSS asks how much contact did the MC has with the Board from last Statutory Meeting.

MC replies that they had interviews and a questionnaire. There was also communications via
email. The MC has the impression that now they started to react to the lack of
communication and they acknowledge these issues.

DOS agrees with Board on setting those priorities on the Development Strategy. DOS also
asks the MC to give an example about the Board relying too much on the Secretariat.

MC replies that in some cases they think that the Board relies on the Secretariat a bit too
much. For example, if you ask the Board something related to the financial situation of
OBESSU they cannot reply and they have to ask to the Secretariat. The Board should be
aware on what happen in OBESSU, also on financial aspects. The Board has to know that in
NGOs like OBESSU things can change quickly. For example, if the Secretary General leaves
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the organisation and the Board does not know how to deal with the finances, it can be very
difficult. Furthermore, the Board is meant to be the executive body of OBESSU and they
should act as it.

DOS asks if the MC has any solutions in mind to improve this situation.

MC replies that they think it should be up to MOs to discuss how to improve it, but they
advise the Board to get training to bridge the possible lack of knowledge.

The chairperson proposes to close the speaking list.

Proceed to vote:
In favour: 20
Against: 0
Abstentions: 1

LMS comments on the relationship between the Board and the Secretariat.
MC says that what they meant with this report it is to start a debate on these possible issues.
DGS asks how to deal with new Board members and the overlapping mandate.

MC replies that the transition period started really well, but then has worsened. Board
meetings need to be planned in advance in order to dedicate finances for all of them with no
need of skipping one. Another advice is to improve the capacity building within the Board.

UNEL asks if the MC can facilitate the transition between one Board to another. Then UNEL
asks for clarifications on the meaning of executive role of the Board.

MC replies that they would also see the MC as an advisory body for them, in particular in the
transition periods. They still think that the overlapping mandate system is valuable in
OBESSU. Then, the executive role of the Board is meant to, for example, decide the hot
topics, send emails, be proactive and not rely too much on the Secretariat. The MC also says
that OBESSU believes on this role of the Board, comparing to other international platforms.

KYC asks if the Board is in charge of looking for diversification of funding. Then, KYC says that
maybe MOs should received reports from the Board meetings.

MC explains that the Board reports are always available online and after every Board
meetings the Board sends out a summary. About funding the MC says that the Board selects
some areas where OBESSU can save some money and where to apply for funding. Of course
the problem with funding is not only in OBESSU. It affects also many other international
NGOs.

There are no more comments or questions.

The Board and the Secretariat enter in the room.
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Board says that they are happy to confront the MC, Board and Development Strategy reports.
And usually they listen to and take into consideration all the suggestions.

UNEL asks the Board if they are happy with 5 Board members.
Board replies that there are pros and cons on both sides (5 or 7 members).
There are no more comments or questions.

The Board proposes to change the agenda and moving the world cafe after lunch.

Whether or not vote on the proposal
Proceed to vote:

In favour: 21

Against: 0

Abstentions: 0

The actual vote on the proposal

Proceed to vote:

In favour: 21

Against: 0

Abstentions: 0

The change of the agenda is approved.

(Lunch)

15. World cafe’

The Chairperson and the Board explain how the world cafe’ works.
a) ICT and education
b) Entrepreneurship and education
c) Paris Declaration
d) Migration education

The Board members facilitated and took notes from the world café on the topics mentioned
above. These will later be used to shape OBESSU's positions on the topics. Probably these will
be adopted at the General Assembly in 2016.

Roll Call.
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AKS, CANAE, CNE, CSU, DGS, DOS, EEO, ESCU, FSS, ISSU, LH, LMS, MAKOSZ, SAKKI, SLL, SUS,
UDS, UNL, UNEL, UNSS, USO, VSK

Now there are 22 MOs with the right to vote and 2 Affiliate Organisations.

16. Letter from SLL

SLL presents the letter that it sent out to the Board prior to the COMEM.

Brendan replies to the letter on behalf of the Board. He thanks SLL for the letter and in
particular for raising good points. The Board will address these aspects and tomorrow here at
the COMEM there will be a workshop focusing on the role of the Board.

The Chairperson opens the floor for questions.
SLL is glad that tomorrow the COMEM will have the chance to discuss about it.
SAKKI asks if SLL wants more transparency and participation of MOs.

SLL explains that the main goal was to clarify the role, the transparency of the Board and how
they represent the platform.

There are no more comments or questions.

17. Presentation Secretariat Report

Rasmus presents the Secretariat Report.
The Chairperson opens the floor for questions.

CANAE says that the Secretariat is doing a very good job and they will miss Rasmus who is
leaving the job soon.

ISSU asks how it was the workload this year.

Rasmus explains that this year was better than last year, mainly because the Secretariat now
has three full-time staff members. Of course there were busy periods and the workload went
up and down. But in general it went really fine.

There are no more questions.
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18. Financial report 2015 and budget 2016

Financial report 2015

The Secretary General Rasmus explains the structure of the financial report 2015 and makes
the summary of the year, with the help of a background document.

The Chairperson opens the floor for questions.
ESCU asks if OBESSU has ever tried to looking for sponsors from private companies.

Rasmus replies that OBESSU never tried. Giuseppina on behalf of the Board explains that
OBESSU does not have a position on getting funding from the private sector.

FSS thanks Rasmus for the comprehensive financial overview.

ISSU asks how, in case of more financial support for OBESSU, the platform would spend the
money.

Rasmus says that the first thing to do will be having a better reserve. Then lower the
participation fee for events and maybe increase the salary for the Secretariat members.

DOS asks to explain the actual/expected columns of the core budget in the table.
Rasmus explains and clarifies the differences in the table.
FSS asks how the reserve of OBESSU is at this moment.

Rasmus replies that right now it is a bit less than 3000 Euros. He adds that it is really
important to have a reserve because for example in 2010 OBESSU lost a lot of money for an
event. This is why OBESSU needs to have a reserve to face these kinds of financial issues.

DOS says that there is an error in “travel calculations” - line 44 in the table.
Rasmus admits that it is true and he will look into this. He also thanks DOS for the remark.

There are no more questions or comments.

Budget 2016

The Secretary General, Rasmus Aberg, explains the Budget 2016 and explains that it is very
difficult to make an accurate prediction for a full year.

The Chair opens the floor for questions:

DOS asks what would happen in case OBESSU will not receive the grant from the EU
Commission.

Rasmus replies that in case the EU Commission would partially cut the grant OBESSU could
still make it, of course changing the structure of the platform. But in case of no funding at all,
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we could not have an office as we do right now and we should re-think completely the
structure of the OBESSU. However, this is very unlikely at the moment.

Eleonora says that the Monitoring Committee underlines the importance of diversification of
funding and since OBESSU changes a lot we should not take this stable situation for granted.

There are no more questions or comments so the Chairperson calls for the vote to adopt the
budget 2016.

Roll Call.

AKS, CANAE, CNE, CSU, DGS, DOS, EEO, ESCU, FSS, ISSU, LH, LMS, MAKOSZ, SIF, SAKKI, SLL,
SUS, UDS, UNL, UNEL, UNSS, USO, VSK

Now there are 23 MOs with the right to vote.

Proceed to vote:

In favour: 23

Against: 0

Abstentions: 0

The Budget 2016 is approved.

(Break)

Roll Call.

AKS, CANAE, CNE, CSU, DGS, DOS, EEO, ESCU, FSS, ISSU, LH, LMS, MAKOSZ, SIF, SAKKI, SLL,
SUS, UDS, UNL, UNEL, UNSS, USO, VSK

Now there are 23 MOs with the right to vote and 2 Affiliate organisations. The simple majority
is 12 votes.

In order to clarify about the error spotted by DOS, Rasmus explains that the table seen by the
COMEM in the previous presentation was a summary of a more detailed one. This is the
reason why the numbers did not match.
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19. Discussion and voting on proposals and amendments

POLITICAL PLATFORM

The Chairperson explains that amendments are adopted by simple majority. She explains the
rules of the debates.

Amendment #1 (OBESSU Board)

Line(s) 94

Amendment
ADD

“Teacher training for supporting student initiatives and student
participation should be done at schools to ensure the support of
the entire school for sufficient student participation at all
levels”

AFTER

“... bodies supporting it”

Oona on behalf of the Board: It can be argued that student councils that get support from the
entire school can do more for the wellbeing of students. In addition to headmasters the
teachers play a crucial part in this. Training teachers on student participation ensures their
support and understanding that can be helpful for the work of the student council at the
school.

The Chairperson opens the floor for questions:
USO asks how the Board imagines these teacher trainings.

Oona explains that the idea is to have teachers understanding and supporting student
participation, fostering student councils and student activism. It is important to avoid the
situation teachers versus students: there are no two different separate entities.

There are no more comments or questions and the Chairperson call the vote.

Proceed to vote:
In favour: 22
Against: 0
Abstentions: 1
Carried
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483
484
485 Amendment #2 (UNEL, CANAE, UdS, DGS, SUS, ISSU)
Line(s) 359-361
Amendment
“a school community and learning environment which take
clear positions against racism, homophobia, transphobia,
misogyny and class discrimination and offer no place for anti-
human rights movements, neofascist ideologies or supremacist
mindset;”
ADD
“xenophobia”
BEFORE
“homophobia”
486

487  UNEL: OBESSU has already made a study session on xenophobia and has a clear stance
488 against xenophobic ideas. Therefore, it is crucial that it is included in the passage, so that
489  school communities and learning environments take clear positions against xenophobia as
490  well.

491

492  The Chairperson opens the floor for questions:

493

494  There are no comments or questions and the Chairperson call the vote.
495

496  Proceed to vote:

497 Infavour: 21

498  Against: 0

499  Abstentions: 2

500 Carried

501

502

503 Amendment to the amendment #3 (DGS)
Line(s) 366-367
Amendment REPLACE

“Unfortunately, the European community has become a grow-
ground for different modes of fascism such as xenophobia and
racism.”

WITH
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“Unfortunately, the European community has become a grow-
ground for different modes of fascism which may spread
xenophobic and racist ideas.”

DGS: Of course facism spread xenophobia and racism but it might not be like that in all
cases, which is why DGS wants to insert “may” between “which” and “spread”.

The Chairperson opens the floor for questions:

UNEL says that with this amendment we are not talking about right wing movements but
fascism. In this sense, UNEL thinks that fascism clearly spreads xenophobia and
discrimination. UNEL says that we should leave the amendment how it is.

LMS says that when talking about fascism, there are no concrete definitions and it is the
same when it comes to political ideologies.

UdS says that fascism has inside the idea of supremacy of someone against someone else.
UNEL says that we can have many definitions of fascism, but the meaning is clearly one.
CSU asks if someone can give some examples of fascist movements in Europe right now.

UNEL replies that for example the German far right movement PEGIDA who don’t call them
self fascists but at the end they are.

UdS also replies that in Italy is forbidden by law to call a party “fascist’ but there are several
ones who are inside fascist. And there are many examples of actions made by them against
immigrants. Moreover, nowadays we can see in Europe several types of movements and
actions against minorities.

CSU says that since OBESSU defends school students, they think that these topics should
don’t concern the platform.

UdS replies that since we are an organisation who does politics, we cannot say that these
topics are not important for OBESSU. On the contrary, the platform has to take a clear
position on this.

LMS thinks that the word “may” in the amendment is redundant and it is not needed.

UNL says that we are here to defend education and education has some values. We must
take position against this ideology. Fascism is clearly against education. We need to take a

clear position.

CSU says that a clear position can be found in line 359 of the OBESSU Political Platform.
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EEO proposes to close the speaking list.

Proceed to vote:
In favour: 14
Against: 0
Abstentions: 9
List closed.

Board says that violence and racism are matters of school students. The Board adds that
need to consider that hate speech and these important topics are mentioned several times in
the OBESSU Political Platform.

There are no more comments or questions and the Chairperson call the vote.

Proceed to vote:
In favour: 2
Against: 18
Abstentions: 3
Not carried

Amendment #3 (UNEL, CANAE, UdS, DGS, SUS)

Line(s) 366-367

Amendment
Replace: “Unfortunately, the European community has become
a grow-ground for different modes of fascism such as
xenophobia and racism.”

With: “Unfortunately, the European community has become a
grow-ground for different modes of fascism which spread
xenophobic and racist ideas.

UNEL: The former sentence would imply that “modes of fascism” would be xenophobia and
racism but fascist regimes are by definition “any ideology or movement inspired by lItalian
Fascism, such as German National Socialism; any right-wing nationalist ideology or
movement with an authoritarian and hierarchical structure that is fundamentally opposed to
democracy and liberalism” (source: dictionary.com). Thus, they often spread xenophobic and
racist ideas but xenophobia and racism are not modes of fascism.

The Chairperson opens the floor for questions.
There are no comments or questions and the Chairperson call the vote.

Proceed to vote:
In favour: 20
Against: 0
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Abstentions: 3
Carried

Amendment #4 (OBESSU Board)

Line(s) 423

Amendment
ADD

“Usage of technology should be adjusted according to student
and school needs. This modern technology should be provided
by the school or support for acquiring such technology should
be given to students. This ensures that the use of technology is
equal and the usage is not connected with the economic
background of the student.”

AFTER

“...modern world”

Brendan on behalf of the Board: Use of technology is mentioned in the paragraph but not
elaborated in terms of needs to adjust the use to the needs of the school and students. For
example, for some VET schools practical work remains a crucial part and the usage of ICT
would not necessarily work with specific programs. Secondly, the addition puts emphasis on
the responsibility of the school to provide the technology for students or that students get
support in getting it. This is in line with removal of hidden costs of education that is an
important aspect to notice in this context.

The Chairperson opens the floor for questions:

SUS thinks that this it could not be accomplished in many European countries for financial
reasons. Some students cannot afford a personal laptop and perhaps they have to work with
school technology devices that don’t work properly.

DGS explains that the amendment says that schools should provide laptop only for those
students cannot afford it. The Political Platform should be a document aiming for a better
system. Maybe this is not possible now but we have to aim to achieve it in the future.

FSS says that the Political Platform should be ambitious. It will be weird to do not have this in
the Political Platform. Maybe is not possible now, but we should work to achieve it.

CSU says that in some countries like Czech Republic it would be difficult to achieve. They
think that we should make the OBESSU demands in the Political Platform easier to
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accomplish. We have to discuss within the platform if we want to have a realistic Political
Platform or not. They don’t agree with a Political Platform too ambitious and not realistic.

FSS says that we have a workplan to implement the Political Platform and a Political Platform
where we state the ideas and views of OBESSU.

Board says that the idea of this amendment is already stated and it is in line with the Political
Platform, when we talk about hidden costs in education. The amendment is meant to
complete this part.

CSU says that since the Workplan puts into practice the Political Platform, this one should be
realistic.

SUS says that you have to think the differences in European countries. How can we choose
which students can or can’t afford a laptop? It can be a bit arbitrary and discriminating
towards some students.

The chairperson proposes to close the speaking list.

Proceed to vote:
In favour: 15
Against: 3
Abstentions: 5
List closed

USO understands the concerns of some countries. But they think it is quite easy to set
different levels between students of low and high income backgrounds.

AKS says that this is not discriminating but rather a support for the school students.

UdS says that the idea of this amendment is what OBESSU should aim to. Then each country
should decide how to implement it.

ISSU explains that basically the amendment says: technology for all.

LMS says that this amendment states that OBESSU is really for free education. One day it will
happen and it should be in the Political Platform.

SLL says that we need to strive for it. For some countries is today for some it will be in the
future.

LH says that if the concern is the difficulty to fairly set the different levels, it is more
important to give a laptop to all the students rather than to no one.
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SUS says that right now their country will not be able to provide a laptop to low income
students.

Board says that the Political Platform is meant for putting together the different views and
they know that we come from different backgrounds. Moreover, next year OBESSU will have a
working group to work more on this topic.

There are no more comments or questions and the Chairperson call the vote.

Proceed to vote:
In favour: 22
Against: 1
Abstentions: 0
Carried

The chairperson proposes to change the agenda.

Whether or not vote on the proposal:
Proceed to vote:

In favour: 22

Against: 0

Abstentions: 1

The actual vote on the proposal:
Proceed to vote:

In favour: 20

Against: 0

Abstentions: 3

The change of the agenda is approved.

Roll Call.

AKS, CANAE, CNE, CSU, DGS, DOS, EEO, ESCU, FSS, ISSU, LH, LMS, MAKOSZ, SAKKI, SIF, SLL,
SUS, UDS, UNL, UNEL, UNSS, USO, VSK

Now there are 23 MOs with the right to vote and 2 Affiliate Organisations.

20. Discussion and voting on proposals and amendments

WORKPLAN AMENDMENTS

Amendment #1 (VET Working Group)
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Line(s) 156

Amendment |ADD
Vocational Education and Training 2017

The outcome of the event will be that all participants have a clear view of the
situation regarding VET (in their own countries as well as in Europe overall),
understand why we need VET, understand the downsides of privatization in
VET and give a positive image of (and to) VET students. The event will also
give the OBESSU participants tools on how to incorporate VET-students better
in their organisations' workplans.

Jasmina from SAKKI and the VET WG: This event is about giving VET education the attention
and respect it needs. The VET education is at crisis all over Europe and it is important for
OBESSU to be one of the spokespeople against the budget cuts. The aim of the event is to
give everyone a clear image of VET, why it exists and why it is a good thing.

The Chairperson opens the floor for questions:

CSU really likes the idea but asks for clarifications about the “downsides of privatisation”.
They give the example of Germany where the VET system works very well.

The Working Group explains that the idea of the amendment was not to make look bad
privatisation. It was only an example.

USO brings an input from his country. They say that In Switzerland it works and they have
good relations with private companies.

DGS says that it is also good to look at the downsides of privatisation.

SVB says that in Germany student activists don’'t know what the good side of privatisation is.
USO says that we should also talk about co-funding and not only privatisation.

CSU asks for the meaning of privatisation.

The Working Group says that OBESSU is against of privatisation in education.

The Chairperson proposes to close the speaking list.

In favour: 21
Against: 1
Abstentions: 1
List closed

CSU asks if the Working Group considers the German VET system part of the privatisation of
education.
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The Working Group replies that right now we are discussing about the creation of an event.
The point is that companies should not run the VET system. The Working Group wants to
represent the VET students.

The Working Group also says that at the next General Assembly the MOs can amend it.

There are no more comments or questions and the Chairperson call the vote.

Proceed to vote:

In favour: 18
Against: 1
Abstentions: 4
Carried

Amendment #2 (SLL)

Line(s)

188 - 191

Amendment

REPLACE

“This working group will analyse the current OBESSU Political Platform to map
the outdated parts and the identify relevant issues which are still missing. In
addition the Working Group will analyse tools and mechanisms which would
enable consistent reviewing of the PP to ensure it is not outdated and
continues to serve the platform efficiently. “

WITH

“This working group will analyse the current OBESSU Political Platform to map
the overlapping themes, shorten it and identify relevant issues that are still
missing. In addition the Working Group will come up with tools and
mechanisms which will enable consistent reviewing of the PP to ensure it is
not outdated and continues to serve the platform efficiently”.

SLL: Instead of just mapping out the outdated parts, we feel there is a need for mapping out
the overlapping themes and removing or combining them. A shorter and more readable
version of the political platform will make the goals and objectives of OBESSU clearer for MOs
and Board members.

Instead of the working group just analysing and maybe coming up with something, we want
to oblige the WG to come up with new, concrete methods for keeping the Political Platform

up-to-date.

The Chairperson opens the floor for questions:

There are no comments or questions and the Chairperson call the vote.
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Proceed to vote:
In favour: 20
Against: 0
Abstentions: 3
Carried

DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY

Amendment #1 (SLL)

Line(s) 182

Amendment DELETE

“such as prep teams and Working Groups”

SLL: We feel it is important for all OBESSU internal structures to be proactive in investigating
new ways of improving their efficacy.

The Chairperson opens the floor for questions:
UNEL asks the opinion of the Board.

Board says that they don’t have a particular opinion on this amendment. They have just a
comment about the paragraph: that part relates to events and in substance the amendment
doesn’t change the content.

There are no more comments or questions and the Chairperson call the vote.

Proceed to vote:
In favour: 11
Against: 7
Abstentions: 5
Carried

Day 2 Sunday 6" of December

Roll Call.

AKS, CNE, CSU, DGS, DOS, EEO, ESCU, FSS, ISSU, LH, LMS, MAKOSZ, SIF, SLL, SUS, UDS, UNL,
UNEL, UNSS, USO, VSK

Now there are 21 MOs with the right to vote and 2 Affiliate Organisations.
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The Chairperson opens the second day of the COMEM and introduces a guest.
Dominika Koprdova presents herself and why she wants to attend the COMEM.

There are no more comments or questions and the Chairperson call the vote.

Proceed to vote:

In favour: 21

Against: 0

Abstentions: 0

The COMEM allows Dominika to stay in the room.

21. Working Group reports

The Chairperson explains that a member of the WGs will present their work.
a) Working Group on the Manual for School Students:

Giuseppina from the WG explains the work of the WG throughout the past year and
future steps.

The Chairperson opens the floor for questions:

ISSU asks in which languages is the WG planning to translate the Manual.

Giuseppina replies that we don’t know, but if MOs are willing to translate it, they can contact
the WG and they can arrange it.

UNL says that they can translate it into French.

b) Working Group on VET:
Four WG members (Rebecca, Blaz, Agnesa and Jasmina) explain the mandate of the
WG, future plans and ideas.
The Chairperson opens the floor for questions:

There are no questions or comments.

¢) Working Group Welfare:
Oona from the Board explains the work of the WG, past and future activities.

The Chairperson opens the floor for questions:

SIF asks some clarifications about the case studies and how the WG is working on this.
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Oona says that they have three case studies and to do so they used a questionnaire and
direct questions.

ESCU wants to know which are the main things the WG has done since the Convention in Cluj-
Napoca.

Oona replies that we are finalising the case studies, prepare the next face-to-face meeting in
Helsinki, Finland, and of course many things will be done at the next WG meeting.

Oona tells the MOs that there is an open call for the Monitoring Group on Educational
Reforms in Europe. Oona suggests the interested representatives to apply.

There are no more questions or comments.

22. Presentations of Member, Candidate and Affiliate Organisations

(First part)

The Member and Affiliate Organisation present the latest achievements of their organisations.

(Break)
Roll Call.

AKS, CNE, CSU, DGS, DOS, EEO, ESCU, FSS, ISSU, LH, LMS, MAKOSZ, SAKKI, SIF, SLL, SUS,
UDS, UNL, UNEL, UNSS, USO, VSK

Now there are 22 MOs with the right to vote and 2 Affiliate Organisations.

23. Presentations of Member, Candidate and Affiliate Organisations
(Second part)

The Member and Affiliate Organisation present the latest achievements of their organisations.

24. Report from the Board about the world cafe outcomes

Giuseppina from the Board presents the outcomes of the Migrant education table/policy
corner.

SVB asks for some clarifications about the point on refugees.

Board better explains the point and give some clarifications.
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Oona from the Board presents the outcomes of the ICT table/policy corner.
ISSU says that they have some concerns about privacy.

Board replies that they have taken it into consideration.

Ruta from the Board presents the outcomes of the Paris declaration table/policy corner.

There are no comments or questions.

Brendan from the Board presents the outcomes of the Entrepreneurship and education
table/policy corner.

There are no comments or questions.
(Lunch)
Roll Call.

AKS, CNE, CSU, DGS, DOS, EEO, ESCU, FSS, ISSU, LH, LMS, MAKOSZ, SAKKI, SIF, SLL, SUS,
UDS, UNL, UNEL, UNSS, USO, VSK

Now there are 22 MOs with the right to vote and 2 Affiliate Organisations.

25. Role and responsibilities and tasks of the Board

Giuseppina from the Board presents the role and responsibilities and tasks of the Board.
The Chairperson opens the floor for questions:

ESCU asks if the Board has a shared online archive to show what they have done during the
week.

Board replies that between Board meetings they work on individual tasks. Now they are
discussing new methods to work together.

ESCU suggests for example a joined Google doc where you list what each person has done,
also in order to make positive pressure to the rest of the Board members.

Board says that they use Google docs on Drive, plus emails and chat conversations. By using
these means they can check what the rest have done.
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ISSU suggests that to keep the motivation high, they should maybe have a rotating person to
be responsible of the Board for every week.

Board says that since it is a voluntary commitment, they don’t have working hours. They
have set a rotating chairperson for each meeting and a coordinator within the Board who
oversees and make sure the tasks are fulfilled between the Board meetings.

UNEL asks how to avoid issues during overlapping mandates.

Board says that the Board members are using buddy system between new and old Board
members to improve the work. For example between Board members with shared portfolios.

CSU asks an opinion of having a president.

Board replies that they don’t believe a president would make the work of the Board better.
They prefer to have the same responsibilities within the Board and be on the same level.

UNEL asks if the Board uses the Monitoring Committee for help and support.

Board replies that they did not do it in the past, apart a few times for clarifications on some
documents. They have had contacts with former boardies Dejan and Daniele but now for the
Secretary General recruitment also with the MC.

Monitoring Committee says that they have done the interviews with the Board members.
They are trying to strength and foster the “advising part” of the MC in order for them of
having an outside perspective. They can provide trainings to the Board members and they
hope the Board members will contact them.

Giuseppina from the Board explains the second part of the session. MOs have to reflect all
together and give inputs on the role and responsibilities of a ‘’general’” Board (the “perfect”
Board). The inputs are collected on a flipchart paper.

Now the delegates are divided into groups and they have to reflect on these inputs.
(CNE has to leave and thanks all the delegates for the inspiring experience)

Now all the delegates are back in plenary and report on the groups’ outcomes.
(UNL and USO have to leave and thank all the delegates)

Giuseppina from the Board sums up the entire session and commit on behalf of the Board on
taking the inputs on board.
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26. Urgent resolutions and motions

There are no urgent resolutions and motions.

Roll Call.

AKS, CSU, DGS, DOS, EEO, ESCU, FSS, ISSU, LH, LMS, MAKOSZ, SAKKI, SIF, SLL, SUS, UDS,
UNEL, UNSS, VSK

Now there are 19 MOs with the right to vote and 2 Affiliate Organisations.

27. Any other business

Board member Giuseppina updates the COMEM on the Post2015 Agenda process on
sustainable development goals. OBESSU is now engaging with Education International and
European Students’ Union (ESU) in a project to ensure the implementation in Europe. The
Board will need inputs from the MOs and in January they will send you a survey. Please be
engaged!

Secretary General Rasmus says goodbye to the platform because he will soon leave the job.
He goes through his entire period in OBESSU starting from his first event and telling good
memories and nice experiences to the delegates. He emphasis the good atmosphere in the
office, with the Board and in general in the all platform. He thanks everyone in OBESSU,
Working Groups, Monitoring Committee and delegates. A big thank you goes to the current
and to the previous Board and to the Secretariat members.

The current Board and all the delegates say thanks to Rasmus with a video.

28. Closing of the COMEM

The Chairperson thanks all the delegates for all the civilised discussions. She is very happy to
see OBESSU growing and that there are a lot of super active and motivated school student
activists.

The Chairperson closes the Council of Members of OBESSU 2015.
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