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Introduction 
This Workplan presents the activities that OBESSU aims to undertake in the period 2015- 2017. The 
projects, campaigns and structures described in this document should not be taken as a 
comprehensive account of all the work OBESSU will perform during the period, since the day-to-day 10 
work of a European platform must be concerned with the wider issues and challenges arising in 
education systems around Europe. What follows is the presentation of projects and structures for the 
year 2015-2017 which will support OBESSU in achieving its aim of improving education and school 
student representation in Europe. The Workplan is built on OBESSU’s views, as outlined in the 
Political Platform and various policy papers.  15 

The Workplan 2015-2017 follows on from previous OBESSU Workplans that have already been 
executed. What unites all our activities, past, present and future, is the fact that we constantly strive 
for a better, accessible, quality education for all.  

Activities 

Activities 2015 20 

The overarching topic for the year 2015 will be the “Right to Education”. In this year OBESSU aims to 
carry out the following activities, linked with one or more of the sub-topics of the right to education 
such as access to education, funding of education, early school leaving, the right of special interest 
groups to study, welfare and wellbeing of school students, commodification of education.  

Study Session: Deport Xenophobia from European Classrooms 25 
OBESSU will, in co-operation with the Youth Department of the Council of Europe, organise a Study 
Session that will look at migration into and within Europe. The Study Session aims to tackle the issue 
of exclusion of young people with migrant backgrounds in European classrooms. The event will 
examine the immigration flows taking place across Europe and around its borders and the reasons 
behind it. It will also focus on the difficulties and threats young people with immigrant background 30 
face in Europe today with particular regard to their inclusion in European educational systems. The 
event will discuss how schools and school student unions can be more inclusive towards school 
students with immigrant background, taking advantage of the existing guidelines on inclusive 
educational environments set by the Council of Europe.  

General Assembly and celebration of the 40th anniversary 35 
In accordance with the OBESSU Statutes, a General Assembly will be held in 2015. Linked to this 
event, OBESSU will take the opportunity to celebrate its 40th anniversary together with its 
membership, other youth organisations and various stakeholders based in Brussels. OBESSU will 
present its work, main priorities as well as archives detailing 40 years of school student activism in 
Europe. 40 

 



 
10th European School Student Convention: Welfare, Wellbeing and Social Autonomy 

of School Students 
Despite Europe benefiting from strict rules when it comes to economic, financial and trading matters, 
the way European young people access education and the way the right to education is guaranteed in 45 
Europe lacks common standards. The 10th ESSC aims to provide space to discuss and compare 
similarities and differences among the countries of Europe in ensuring access to education and the 
welfare of young people. The event aims to initiate the work of the Working Group which will begin its 
mandate later. The event is expected to produce concrete outcomes which can be used in ensuring the 
wellbeing and welfare of school students across Europe. 50 

Training Course for International Officers  
The Training Course for International Officers (TCIO) will be held in Brussels and will be aimed at 
those responsible for international relations from OBESSU Member and Candidate Organisations. 
Through the TCIO, participants will become acquainted with European level stakeholders and 
processes. 55 

Participants will analyse the areas where cooperation between the national and European levels could 
be stronger, how it could be improved, in which areas  cooperation is missing and where it is already 
strong, and how can they support one another. Also, participants will examine ET2020 and EU2020 
from the perspective of school student representatives in order to analyse areas in which the strategies 
are failing and which are working, so that they can establish a direction for the ongoing work of 60 
OBESSU and its members. 

Advocacy at the global level 
Being our wish to expand the influence of European School Students in those issues related to their 
education, OBESSU will invest more efforts towards advocacy for school student rights at the global 
level. OBESSU, among other actions, will ask for Consultative Status in UNESCO, will get involved 65 
and advocate within UNESCO structure and decision making processes - especially Education For All - 
and will join the Global Campaign for Education. 

International Students’ Day 
OBESSU will ask the European Union to recognise International Students’ Day as a commemorative 
day for the EU. This will be a step to ask United Nations to recognise this day as well. 70 

Activities 2016 

The overarching topic for the year 2016 will be “Active participation”. In this year OBESSU aims to 
carry out the following activities which are linked with one or more of the sub-topics of active 
participation such as school democracy, active citizenship, participation of young people in society, 
legality and peace, vote at 16. 75 

Conference: School Methods 2020 
Decision makers often try to improve education by law changes. However, they sometimes forget that 
one of the main factors for educational quality is not in the hands of the law, but in schools and 
teachers: the methods. Whereas other sectors (such as medicine) change their techniques day by day 
as soon as research discoveries emerge, teaching methods evolve too slowly. Many teachers keep 80 
giving their lessons the same way they used to 50 years ago, and they are reluctant to implement 
innovations that pedagogy research finds out. New methods could boost school students’ motivation, 
improve attention to diversity and help students to take the most advantage of their individual skills. 

At this event, we will compare what methodologies are used in our countries and invite experts in 
innovative teaching methods. We are going to discuss all these inputs in order to come up with the 85 
recommendation School Methods 2020. This paper will compile new methods that should be 
implemented in our schools by the end of the decade. 



 
Training: Learning and Teaching Human Rights in Schools 

Rights are the basis of democracy. Learning about rights in schools is never simple because there is 
never much space to discuss and reflect about their importance today and the historical reasons for 90 
their existence. One of the reasons why rights are not regarded as a learning priority in schools is that 
they are too often taken for granted. As school student activists, however, we face a different reality in 
our classrooms: young people often do not understand human rights, they are not aware of their rights 
and do not feel important defending them because they do not perceive their importance. 
Consequently there is a low level of sensitivity towards human rights and current inequalities in 95 
society; an absence which leaves space to fear of diversity, cultural stereotypes, intolerance and 
careless attitudes.  

As OBESSU we believe that school is the place which first shapes the individual as a citizen, hence why 
it is important that learning about human rights becomes a clear and important learning objective in 
curricula. In this training we will explore how to achieve this objective by looking at the issue as a 100 
synergy of efforts between school students and teachers.  

General Assembly 
In accordance with the OBESSU Statutes, a General Assembly will be held in 2016 

5th Summer School: Democracy and Active Participation  
We are no longer only the citizens of our countries, but also European and global citizens. Therefore, 105 
when talking about democracy and active participation, we need to go beyond boundaries and discuss 
it within the concept of global education.  

School students are a crucial part of society and global education gives them the opportunity to reflect 
on their role in the educational,  political, economic and social issues which make them  realise how 
can they engage as active citizens. 110 

Topics discussed will include human rights education, education for sustainable development, 
intercultural education, peace and conflict prevention, and citizenship education.  

Participants will also gain tools needed for school student unions in order to make them more 
democratic and more representative, and how to use the full potential of its power to maximise impact. 

11th European School Student Convention: Education and Work  115 
In recent years, youth unemployment has undoubtedly become one of the main challenges facing 
young people in Europe. There have been many political initiatives undertaken by European 
institutions in an attempt to tackle it, such as the European Youth Guarantee scheme. Regardless of 
the effectiveness of these initiatives, the issue of youth unemployment has dominated the political 
agenda of the last European elections. Education has been given a more prominent position in this 120 
discussion, particularly in the questioning of its capacity to prepare young people for jobs and for 
flexibility in the competitive, global labour market.  

Although education and work remain two separate fields, they are strongly interlinked. This 
relationship is complex and varies significantly considering the type and the level of education and the 
educational system. At the 11th European School Student Convention (11th ESSC) we aim to explore 125 
this relationship: to what extent must education respond to the needs of the labour market? Is 
education providing the right skills for tomorrow to young people? How do we balance the broader 
purpose of education and the need, at the end the day, to get a job? Are skills and qualifications a good 
unit of measurement for effectiveness of education?  

At the 11th ESSC we will look at the similarities and differences between the systems and types of 130 
education: academic, vocational education and training, work based learning and higher education. 

  



 
Activities 2017 

The overarching topic for the year 2017 will be the “Social dimension of education”. In this year 
OBESSU aims to carry out the following activities which are linked with one or more of the sub-topics 135 
such as the social value of education, welfare of students and solidarity. 

Conference: Access to Education 
Our education is constantly faced with many forms of social exclusion. School student representatives 
of Europe will gather in this conference to share their experience with exclusion and share best 
practices in tackling it. They will also analyse the barriers that prevent us from fighting exclusion, what 140 
legal back up-do we lack, what laws and recommendations are already in place and which already 
existing tools can be used. 

Vocational Education and Training 2017  
The outcome of the event will be that all participants have a clear view of the situation regarding VET 
(in their own countries as well as in Europe overall), understand why we need VET, understand the 145 
downsides of privatization in VET and give a positive image of (and to) VET students. The event will 
also give the OBESSU participants tools on how to incorporate VET-students better in their 
organisations' workplans. 

General Assembly  
In accordance with the OBESSU Statutes, a General Assembly will be held in 2017. 150 

6th Summer School: Learning for Life 
Education is not only about acquiring skills and portions of knowledge but has a deeper impact on the 
life of an individual. Education influences the development of a personality and an identity. Education 
is confronting established truths and never accepting “that’s just the way it is” for an answer. 
Education is a process enabling us to become reflective and self-determinate persons and citizens of 155 
the world. Nevertheless, nowadays there is a strong tendency to focus on learning outcomes and 
measurable skills and consequently the other intangible important missions of education are 
forgotten. In this summer school the OBESSU Member Organisations will share their views on the 
social dimension of education; will discuss how to preserve those practices in a society that is giving 
increasingly importance to the national score in PISA tests; and will discuss which methods and 160 
curricula the classrooms of tomorrow should be equipped with.  

Training Course for International Officers  
The Training Course for International Officers (TCIO) will be aimed at those responsible for 
international relations from OBESSU Member and Candidate Organisations. Through the TCIO, 
participants will become acquainted with European level stakeholders and processes. 165 

The event will also be an opportunity to discuss OBESSU’s priorities, positions and policies, setting 
the basis for draft amendments to current documents as well as for new draft resolutions. 

 

Structures 2015-17 

For the period 2015-2017 the Board of OBESSU will be supported in its work by different structures: 170 
Working Groups, Member Organisation Forum and a Pool of Trainers.  

The structure of the Working Groups will depend on their aims and objectives, with some more ad hoc 
and some longer term. 

Pool of Trainers  



 
The OBESSU Pool of Trainers is a group of current and former activists from Member and Candidate 175 
Organisations who support the work of the platform related to training and the facilitation of 
workshops. The PoT is expected to be able to support the Board in the preparation and facilitation of 
internal events. Moreover Member and Candidate Organisations have the possibility to invite Pool of 
Trainers members to deliver specific workshops at their national or local events. Pool members are 
also to be involved in developing training material and support the Board, Working Groups and prep-180 
teams when needed. The Pool of Trainers members are offered the opportunity to participate on 
behalf of OBESSU to external training events to develop and improve their skills. 

Working Groups 2015-17 

Working group on Student Welfare 2015 
The taskforce will coordinate the preparations of the research on welfare of school students. They will 185 
analyse the areas which should be researched and which areas needs data for strengthening OBESSU 
and its membership in order to improve advocacy, lobbying and capacity building 

Working Group for reviewing the Manual for School Students 2015 
The Manual for School Students has been a great tool for newly established School Student unions as 
well as activists of Organisations who are long time members of OBESSU. 190 

As school student activism is a very vivid field it is necessary to review our tools and material once in a 
while to ensure their relevance. 

The Working Group will review the Manual for School Students and adapt what is outdated or missing 
to guarantee the Manual stays a useful tool for School Students in Europe. 

Working Group on Vocational Education and Training 195 
The Working Group will work on matters concerning Vocational Education and Training (VET) and 
act as a monitoring organ of European policies on VET. Furthermore the Working Group will also try 
to raise awareness for VET-related topics among OBESSU members.  

Working Group on the Political Platform 2016 
This working group will analyse the current OBESSU Political Platform to map the overlapping 200 
themes, shorten it and identify relevant issues that are still missing. In addition the Working Group 
will come up with tools and mechanisms which will enable consistent reviewing of the PP to ensure it 
is not outdated and continues to serve the platform efficiently.  

Monitoring Group on Educational reforms in Europe 2015-2016 
The long tail of budget cuts is still affecting European educational systems. This Monitoring Group 205 
will analyse the impact of the reforms adopted by different European countries, will spot the patterns 
and the trends and will relate these reforms with the European dimension and with the political 
initiatives carried out by the European institutions. The monitoring group will also carry out a follow 
up of the outcomes of Education in Crisis. 

Member Organisation Forum 210 

The Member Organisation Forum is an online discussion platform created for the Member 
Organisations and Board of OBESSU. The main aim of creating the Member Organisation Forum is to 
improve the internal communication and transparency of the organisation and to increase the 
exchange of ideas and knowledge between Member Organisations. The Member Organisation forum 
also works as a pilot for using more internet-based solutions in creating the policy work of school 215 
student unions. 

 
 
 



 
 220 
 

Campaigns 2015-2017 

Curricula 2.0 

The campaign ‘Curricula 2.0’ will put a spotlight on questioning the traditional and often outdated 
curricula, frontal learning and outcome oriented education.  225 

In this campaign OBESSU will seek to promote the learner-centred approach with education as a 
means for the development of an individual, ensuring not only the introduction of new topics and 
subjects such as global education, sexual orientation and gender identity education and citizenship 
education but also that they use new non-formal and participatory methods and peer learning. 

Welfare 230 

The school student welfare systems in Europe vary broadly. OBESSUs political documents clearly 
state that school students must be guaranteed financial support in order to ensure everyone has the 
same access to education. Therefore OBESSU will run a campaign on the matter of school student 
welfare. 

Aims and objectives of this campaign will stem from a research on welfare which OBESSU will 235 
conduct during 2015-2016. 

17th of November – International Students’ Day 

The 17th of November has been celebrated as the international student day of action for more than 70 
years now. On this day, student organisations from all around the world promote initiatives to 
demand free education for everybody regardless of social and economic background, religion or sexual 240 
orientation. Since 2005, OBESSU and its members have committed themselves to promote initiatives 
such as: demonstrations, conferences, assemblies, activities in schools, press releases, parties and 
other available means to spread the student voice on education on a common day of action. 

The Board of OBESSU is expected to prepare actions such as online blogs, videos, calls for actions or 
campaigns in accordance with annual priorities and in accordance with the needs of the organisation.  245 

All OBESSU Member and Candidate Organisations are expected to work together to plan activities to 
mark this day and to promote their activities through OBESSU to give visibility to the school student 
movement. 

Research 2015-2017 

Welfare of European School Students 250 

OBESSU will conduct research on the welfare of school students with the aim to analyse the current 
situation and the implication of its effects on the quality of education and access to education.  

The outcomes will be used for stronger advocacy and policy work and as a means to analyse, in-depth, 
the gaps in the work of European Institutions, national states and different stakeholders which have a 
say and have the power to influence economical and social aspect of life of school students. 255 

It will not only be for the use of OBESSU as a European platform, but also for our members, 
considering that national realities will be analysed, they will be able to use the outcomes for their 
work towards improved welfare. 

The research will also serve as a base for a campaign on welfare, which OBESSU will run in 2017. 



 
OBESSU will conduct a research on the different model of Vet in Europe.  260 

The outcomes will be used for stronger advocacy and policy work and as a means to analyse, in-depth, 
the gaps in the work of European Institutions. 

It will not only be for the use of OBESSU as a European platform, but also for our members, 
considering that national realities will be analysed, they will be able to use the outcomes for their 
work towards improved welfare. 265 
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