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POSITION PAPER ON NO FUTURE WITHOUT MEDIA LITERACY - NO TO SMARTPHONE BANS IN SCHOOLS!

Across Europe, debates are reigniting around the use of smartphones in schools. In France, ltaly, Germany,
Finnland, Ireland and so many more, governments have introduced or are considering bans on smartphones
during school hours, often justified by concerns over distraction, bullying, or mental health. However, such
bans oversimplify a much more complex issue and risk exacerbating existing inequalities in digital
education rather than addressing them. Students use smartphones not only for communication but also for
research, collaboration, and learning. Rather than banning these tools, schools should embrace them
responsibly and teach young people how to use them effectively. If not at school, where else should
students learn how to use their digital devices in a mindful and appropriate way?

OBESSU should adopt the following positions and demands:

1. Rejection of blanket smartphone bans
We strongly oppose general bans on smartphone use in schools across Europe. Such bans:
e Do not solve the core issues of distraction or digital overload.
e Undermine efforts to teach digital responsibility.
e Disproportionately affect students from disadvantaged backgrounds who rely on personal
devices due to lacking school infrastructure.

2. Promotion of media literacy as a core curriculum element
We call for a mandatory integration of media and digital literacy in all European school curricula.
This includes:
e Understanding the risks of misinformation, cyberbullying, and data misuse.
e Developing critical thinking regarding social media and algorithms.
e Awareness of addictive behavior and healthy screen use habits.

3. Digital inclusion through infrastructure and access
The reliance on personal smartphones often reflects inadequate digital infrastructure in schools.
Governments and the EU must:
e Ensure that all students have access to digital learning tools provided by schools.
e Invest in modern IT infrastructure and training for teachers.
e C(Create inclusive guidelines that allow pedagogically guided smartphone use in the
classroom.
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A general ban on smartphones in schools is not only impractical, it is counterproductive. In a
world where digital communication, Al, and online platforms are shaping the present and future,
students have to learn to navigate this reality within the educational environment, not be shielded
from it. OBESSU calls for a shift in focus: away from the primitive urge to ban, toward
constructive, education-driven solutions.
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