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Press Release: 23rd University on Youth and Development (UYD): a youth’s strengthened
commitment to Human Rights and the Rule of Law

Lisbon/Mollina - 06/09/2024 — From 16 to 21 September, the 23rd edition of the University on Youth and Development
will take place in Spain.

This year, at the occasion of the University on Youth and Development, 150 participants will gather for a week
in Mollina to explore the theme #ForTheCulture of Human Rights and the Rule of Law, based on Council of
Europe’s and other international standards and conventions. The University on Youth and Development is co-
financed by the European Union and the Council of Europe through iLEGEND Ill, Intercultural Learning Exchange
through Global Education, Networking and Dialogue, which seeks that citizens from EU, candidate and potential
candidate countries, in particular youth, are empowered and actively engaged in promoting sustainable
development, and addressing global challenges and inequalities at local and global level.

The UYD is the most long-standing Youth Summer University of the North-South Centre. Since 2000 the UYD
represents an international hub for meetings, youth advocacy and exchange of good practices. It gathers, for
one week, hundreds of young people, youth workers, decision makers, experts from the field and institutional
representatives, providing them all with a space to meet, debate, build their capacities and cooperate on youth
policy issues. The UYD is designed as a space for experiencing intercultural dialogue while debating pressing
global challenges with a youth perspective. It is distinguished by its exceptional geographical scope, bringing
together participants from Europe, the Southern Mediterranean, and sub-Saharan Africa.

The opening ceremony will be a special moment for exchange where the North-South Centre of the Council of
Europe and the five partner organizations selected to contribute to this edition (The International Dialogue
Centre: KAICIID, DYPALL, Youth For Exchange and Understanding: YEU, European Youth Forum, Organising
Bureau of European School Student Union: OBESSU) will present their workshops, trainings and meetings to
take place during the week. On this occasion, Ambassador Francesca Camilleri Vettiger, Chairwoman of the
Executive Committee of the North-South Centre of the Council of Europe and Permanent Representative of
Malta to the Council of Europe, Margarita Guerrero Calderén, Director General of INJUVE, Institute of Youth,
Spain, Keagetswe Alex Kgotlaetsile, Education Lead within African Union Women Gender and Youth
Directorate, and Roberta Bojang, Member of the Council of Europe’s Advisory Council on Youth will be present
to engage with the participants.

The Joint Session will gather experts in the field of Human Rights and the Rule of Law, including Veronica
Gomez, Judge at the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and President of the Global Campus Human Rights,
which has been honoured with the 2023 North-South Prize of the Council of Europe laureate, Nneka
Okechukwu, head of the European Centre for Development Policy Management ECDPM's inclusive governance
and accountability team, Ivana Roagna, Criminal Defence Attorney and Immigration Lawyer and Colin Spurway,
Country Director, North Africa, BBC Media Action.

Journalists are invited to the Opening Ceremony, which will take place from 9:30 to 12:00 on Monday, 16
September 2024, and at the Joint Session on Wednesday 18 September from 9:30 to 11:00 at the Centro
EurolLatinoAmericano de Juventud (CEULAJ) in Mollina.
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Language regime: English (some guest speakers also speak Spanish)
Remote Interviews can be requested.
Pre-accreditation of media representatives is required.

Media accreditation is handled through the North-South Centre of the Council of Europe communication unit.
Contact for accreditation and interviews requests:

French / English / Portuguese: Rozenn HEMON, rozenn.hemon@coe.int, +351 92 63 46 743

Spanish: Rocio Cervera, rocio.cervera@coe.int

Background: For more information, please consult the concept note.
Notes for editors

About the North-South Centre of the Council of Europe

The European Centre for Global Interdependence and Solidarity, more commonly known as the North-South Centre (NSC),
is a key instrument of the external dimension of the Council of Europe. It serves as a vector for transmitting its values,
standards, and tools beyond the European continent through political dialogue, networking, and the implementation of
cooperation projects. As an Enlarged Partial Agreement of the Council of Europe, it brings together several European and
African countries to exchange ideas and act on shared issues. With a solid 34-year expertise in the fields of global education,
intercultural dialogue, and youth sector cooperation in Europe and beyond, and a broad geographical mandate with a focus
on the Southern Neighbourhood and Sub-Saharan Africa, the NSC, through its institutionalised “quadrilogue” approach
engages high-level representatives from governments, parliaments, local and regional authorities, as well as civil society
from different regions of the world to work together on issues of common interest. The forefront role played by civil society,
thanks to a robust network of youth organisations, ensures a structured, inclusive and sustainable participation with a
multiplier effect.

About Development Education and Awareness Raising Programme of the European Commission

Since the 1970s, the EU has supported educators and civil society actors in introducing development themes in curricula
and public awareness. Through its programme for Development Education and Awareness Raising Programme (DEAR) and

other EU-funded Programmes (e.g. Erasmus, Horizon Europe and cohesion funds), the EU continues to support campaigns,
advocacy actions and more focused Global Citizenship Education projects like iLEGEND.
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