
 

 

OBESSU Statement ahead of the International Day of Youth 2026 

Different Contexts, Common Aspirations 

Ensuring Meaningful Engagement and Providing Vital Resources Set to Deliver 

On the occasion of International Youth Day (August 12th), we as OBESSU, have a chance to reflect 

young people, including school students and Vocational Education and Training (VET) learners, 

live in very different realities across regions, countries, and communities, but we share the same 

aspirations for dignity, opportunity, and a voice in shaping our future.  

Young people must be recognised not merely as beneficiaries of public investment, but as active 

rights-holders, partners, and contributors to Europe's democratic future.  

In a time of multiple crises, young people are still expected to do more with less. We are expected 

to remain engaged, resilient, and ambitious, while facing rising costs, inequality, uncertainty, and 

growing pressure on our education systems.  

A future built on quality education, active citizenship, and social justice cannot be delivered 

without the resources needed to make it real. That is why we, as OBESSU, are looking closely at 

the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF)1, the EU’s long-term budget, and asking whether it 

truly reflects the political ambition needed to address Europe's current and future social, 

educational, democratic and economic challenges. 

Acknowledging Current Challenges  

On the 11th of June 2026, the Cypriot Presidency of the Council of the EU put forward a plan 

proposing2 a cut of the Erasmus+ programme’s budget to about EUR 34.7 billion. falling well short 

of the Commission's initial proposal and the European Parliament CULT Committee's targets3. 

We, as well as other youth and education civil society alliances4 we cooperate closely with, 

perceive this position as devastating as it directly contradicts the goal of fostering equitable 

access to mobility and inclusion. Such proposals risk leaving students, particularly those from 

vulnerable backgrounds, without the support required to navigate an increasingly complex world. 

At the same time, discussions about the future EU budget must not take place without those most 

directly affected. Young people and learners must be meaningfully involved in shaping the 

programmes that influence their education, mobility, participation and future opportunities. 

 

 
1 EASPD, Understanding the next long-term EU Budget, 14 July 2026 
2 Council of the EU, Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) 2028-2034 - Negotiating Box (p.36), 11 June 2026  
3 European Parliament, Proposal for a regulation establishing the Erasmus+ programme for the period 2028-2034 In “Supporting people, 

strengthening our societies and our social model, 20 June 2026 
4 i. European Youth Forum, “Don’t let young people down in the next EU long-term budget”, 17 June 2026; 
  ii. Lifelong Learning Platform, ”Competing Priorities Cannot Lead to Cuts to the EU’s Flagship: Erasmus+”, 17 June 2026;  
  iii. Civil Society Europe, “Open Letter from Civil Society to European Leaders: Deliver a Budget that is Up to the Challenge!”, 18 June 2026 

 

https://www.un.org/en/observances/youth-day
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/29/multiannual-financial-framework
https://cyprus-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-10058-2026-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-10058-2026-INIT/en/pdf
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/nl
https://easpd.eu/publications-detail/understanding-the-next-long-term-eu-budget-briefing-paper-on-the-multiannual-financial-framework-of-the-european-union-2028-2034/
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-10058-2026-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/spotlight-MFF%202028-2034/file-erasmus-programme-2028%E2%80%932034
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/spotlight-MFF%202028-2034/file-erasmus-programme-2028%E2%80%932034
https://www.youthforum.org/news/dont-let-young-people-down-in-the-next-eu-long-term-budget
https://www.lllplatform.eu/_files/ugd/043d91_3f5d6e75deb94eb093488103a3f5d9dd.pdf
https://civilsocietyeurope.eu/open-letter-from-civil-society-to-european-leaders-deliver-a-budget-that-is-up-to-the-challenge/


 

 

 

Different Contexts, Common Aspirations 

The theme for International Youth Day 2026, "Different Contexts, Common Aspirations" calls on 

us to recognise the shared efforts towards a fair EU budget interlinked to a broader global 

movement. 

Strongly aligned with the United Nations pillars, the CoE’s Youth sector strategy 2030 & 

Education Strategy 2024-2030, and the ongoing  EU’s Youth strategy,  OBESSU calls for an EU 

budget driven by: 

a) Building Resilience through Global Solidarity  

Living in a world marked by ongoing conflicts and crises, the EU must recognise the vital role 

education plays in both the short and long term. Being committed to a resilient Union capable 

of navigating current and future challenges, entails investing in our communities.  

Building strong foundations rooted in equity, justice, human rights, and self-determination. 

Youth development, including young learners’ development, is a shared global responsibility. 

Thus, any cuts to Erasmus+ funding directly undermine cross-border partnerships essential 

for building that resilience. 

b) Enhancing Youth Innovation & Addressing Shared Challenges Together  

Students across Europe face interconnected pressures, including high living costs, inequality, 

and the need for mental health support. The EU's budget must provide collective, well-

resourced responses, rather than austerity.  

Young people are natural innovators who require proper infrastructure to lead. A student-

centred MFF must provide resources for civic engagement, VET integration, and student-led 

initiatives. 

What a Student-Centred MFF Must Deliver 

We, as OBESSU, stand up for a youth- and learner-centred EU Budget (MFF) that empower every 

learner (whether in general education or VET, formal or non-formal education, etc.) to fully 

participate in education, democratic life, mobility opportunities and society.  

The EU budget should be a tool for social well-being, equality, democratic resilience, and long-

term opportunity for all learners. Building up cooperation and investing in resources that help 

them thrive and reach their full potential as active citizens regardless of their background.  

Therefore, as OBESSU, we urge decision-makers across EU institutions and Member States, 

together with all other parties involved, to work towards, 

➔ Investing in the future together with learners within and beyond the EU, with the MFF 

reflecting commitment to rights-based education rather than purely economic metrics. 

➔ Strengthening Cooperation between institutions and stakeholders, including Civil Society, to 

ensure the programmes like Erasmus+ and AgoraEU have a structure that values civic skills 

and community involvement alongside job skills, preparing students for democratic life. 
 

https://www.un.org/en/model-united-nations/3-pillars-united-nations
https://www.coe.int/en/web/youth/youth-strategy-2030
https://www.coe.int/en/web/education/-/education-strategy-2024-2030
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:42018Y1218(01)


 

 

 

➔ Strengthening trust through ambition, reaching an agreement with an MFF (including 

funding for Erasmus+, AgoraEU. etc.) that at minimum matches the European Parliament's 

proposal while recognising inflation, growing participation and future challenges. 

➔ Protecting social, youth and educational programs, defending management structures that 

safeguard partnerships and provide earmarking that allow for meaningful, student-led 

engagement. 

➔ Commitment to Empower, enhancing the recognition of school students as rights-holders by 

embedding meaningful and structured student participation in the design, implementation, 

and evaluation of EU programmes. 

We can work together towards an EU budget that places learners, young people, education and 
democratic participation at its heart. Towards a youth- and learner-centred Multiannual 
Financial Framework (MFF). 

 

Stay tuned, following up on OBESSU’s outreach or updates from key partners like the European 

Youth Forum, the Lifelong Learning Platform and Civil Society Europe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Organising Bureau of European School Student Unions (OBESSU) represents school 

students in Europe since 1975 and has ever since been advocating for participatory, inclusive 

and quality education for all. 

 

 

Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily 

reflect those of the European Union or the European Education and Culture Executive Agency 

(EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them. 

 

https://obessu.org/2026-annual-overview/
https://www.youthforum.org/search-results?cx=4f5236218ab5e8ef9&ie=UTF-8&q=MFF+post+2027
https://www.youthforum.org/search-results?cx=4f5236218ab5e8ef9&ie=UTF-8&q=MFF+post+2027
https://www.lllplatform.eu/policystatements
https://civilsocietyeurope.eu/?s=MFF+2026

